
September 6th, 2026—Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 
Prelude                                             “Free Style” by Kurt Kaiser arr. for piano by Dino Kartsonakis

     
 
 
Opening Hymn                                                                          ELW #731 “Earth and All Stars!” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Prayer of the Day 
O God, in whom we live and move and have our being, in Christ you created the worlds, and your 
Spirit breathes life into the universe. We praise you for your wondrous creation. Bless us and all 
your handiwork with your infinite light, and direct our lives to the care of this good earth, through 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C: Amen. 

 
 
 
First Reading                                                                                                           Genesis 1:1—2:4a 
1 When God began to create the heavens and the earth, 2 the earth was complete chaos, and 
darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the 
waters. 3 Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 And God saw that the light was 
good, and God separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and the darkness 
he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 
  6 And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters 
from the waters.” 7 So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome 
from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. 8 God called the dome Sky. And there 
was evening and there was morning, the second day. 
  9 And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the 
dry land appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were 
gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 11 Then God said, “Let the earth 
put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with 
the seed in it.” And it was so. 12 The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every 
kind and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. 13 And 
there was evening and there was morning, the third day. 
  14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night, 
and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, 15 and let them be lights in the 
dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. 16 God made the two great lights—the 
greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. 17 God set them in 
the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, 18 to rule over the day and over the night, and to 
separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19 And there was evening and 
there was morning, the fourth day. 
  20 And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above 
the earth across the dome of the sky.” 21 So God created the great sea monsters and every living 
creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm and every winged bird of every 
kind. And God saw that it was good. 22 God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill 
the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 23 And there was evening and there was 
morning, the fifth day. 
  24 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping 
things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. 25 God made the wild animals of 
the earth of every kind and the cattle of every kind and everything that creeps upon the ground of 



every kind. And God saw that it was good. 
  26 Then God said, “Let us make humans in our image, according to our likeness, and let them 
have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over the cattle and over all 
the wild animals of the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” 
 27 So God created humans in his image, 
  in the image of God he created them; 
  male and female he created them. 
28 God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it 
and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing 
that moves upon the earth.” 29 God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is 
upon the face of all the earth and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for 
food. 30 And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the air and to everything that creeps 
on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it 
was so. 31 God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was 
evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 
  2:1 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished and all their multitude. 2 On the sixth day God 
finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had 
done. 3 So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work 
that he had done in creation. 
  4a These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created. 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 

Anthem                                                                               “You Are My All in All” for vocal duet     
                  with Words and Music by Dennis L Jernigan arr. Lloyd Larson 

 
                                  

Second Reading                                                                                                                                            Acts 17:22a, 24-28 
22a Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, 24 “The God who made the world and 
everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human 
hands, 25 nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to 
all mortals life and breath and all things. 26 From one ancestor he made all peoples to inhabit the 
whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where 
they would live, 27 so that they would search for God and perhaps fumble about for him and find 
him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. 28 For ‘In him we live and move and have our 
being’; as even some of your own poets have said, 
‘For we, too, are his offspring.’ 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.  
  
 



Gospel                                                                                                                                                          John 1:1-5 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in 
the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing 
came into being. What has come into being 4 in him was life, and the life was the light of all 
people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overtake it. 
P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
 
Hymn of the Day                                                                                                           ELW #720 “We Are Called” 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Communion Anthem                                                                         “How Beautiful” for vocal duet        
                                                                                               with words and music by Twila Paris arr. Lloyd Larson 
                                                                                           
 
Closing Hymn                       ELW #835 “All Creatures Worship God Most High” 

                                                      
 
	 	
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Postlude                                     “Grand Postlude” in C dur “Maestoso” by Paul Fey 



            

 
 
 
 

 
Copyright Information: 
Below is a list of the hymns we are using in today’s service with the copyright information located with 
them.  
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Closing Hymn                       ELW #835 “All Creatures Worship God Most High” 

 

Today’s celebrants:  
Pastor: Rev. Nicholas Zook 
Deacon: Kim Baratta 

Lector: -- 
Soloists: Jade Dasha, Avery Sujkowski 

Organist & Choir Director: Paul D. Dykstra 


