September 6th, 2026—Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Prelude

Opening Hymn

“Free Style” by Kurt Kaiser arr. for piano by Dino Kartsonakis

ELW #731 “Earth and All Stars!”
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1 Earth and all stars! Loud rush - ing plan - ets!
2 Trum - pet and pipes! Loud clash - ing cym - Dbals!
3 En - gines and steel! Loud pound - ing ham - mers!
4 Class-rooms and labs! Loud boil - ing test tubes!
5 Knowl-edge and truth! Loud sound-ing wis - dom!
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Sing to the Lord a  new song!
Sing  to the Lord a  new song!
Sing to the Lord a  new song!
Sing to the Lord a  new song!
Sing to the Lord a  new song!
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Hail, wind, and rain! Loud blow - ing snow - storm!
Harp, lute, and  lyre! Loud hum - ming cel - los!
Lime - stone and  beams! Loud build - ing work - ers!
Ath - lete and  band! Loud cheer - ing peo -  ple!
Daugh-ter  and son! Loud pray - ing mem - bers!
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Sing to the Lord a  new song!
Sing to the Lord a  new song!
Sing to the Lord a  new song!
Sing to the Lord a  new song!
Sing to the Lord a  new song!
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God has done mar - vel - ous things.
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I too  sing prais - with a  new song!



Prayer of the Day

O God, in whom we live and move and have our being, in Christ you created the worlds, and your
Spirit breathes life into the universe. We praise you for your wondrous creation. Bless us and all
your handiwork with your infinite light, and direct our lives to the care of this good earth, through
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

First Reading Genesis 1:1—2:4a
1When God began to create the heavens and the earth, 2 the earth was complete chaos, and
darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the

waters. 3 Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. * And God saw that the light was
good, and God separated the light from the darkness. ®> God called the light Day, and the darkness
he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.

6 And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters
from the waters.” 7 So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome
from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. 8 God called the dome Sky. And there
was evening and there was morning, the second day.

? And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the
dry land appear.” And it was so. 1° God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were
gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 11 Then God said, “Let the earth
put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with
the seed in it.” And it was so. 12 The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every
kind and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. 13 And
there was evening and there was morning, the third day.

14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night,
and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, 1°> and let them be lights in the
dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. 1 God made the two great lights—the
greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. 17 God set them in
the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, 18 to rule over the day and over the night, and to
separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 1 And there was evening and
there was morning, the fourth day.

20 And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above
the earth across the dome of the sky.” 21 So God created the great sea monsters and every living
creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm and every winged bird of every
kind. And God saw that it was good. 22 God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill
the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 22 And there was evening and there was
morning, the fifth day.

24 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping
things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. 2> God made the wild animals of
the earth of every kind and the cattle of every kind and everything that creeps upon the ground of



every kind. And God saw that it was good.

26 Then God said, “Let us make humans in our image, according to our likeness, and let them
have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over the cattle and over all
the wild animals of the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.”

27 S0 God created humans in his image,

in the image of God he created them;

male and female he created them.
28 God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it
and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing
that moves upon the earth.” 2? God said, “See, | have given you every plant yielding seed that is
upon the face of all the earth and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for
food. 2% And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the air and to everything that creeps
on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, | have given every green plant for food.” And it
was so. 31 God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was
evening and there was morning, the sixth day.

21Thus the heavens and the earth were finished and all their multitude. 2 On the sixth day God
finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had
done. 3 So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work
that he had done in creation.

42 These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created.

L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Anthem “You Are My All in All” for vocal duet
with Words and Music by Dennis L Jernigan arr. Lloyd Larson

Second Reading Acts 17:22a, 24-28
222Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, ** “The God who made the world and
everythinginit, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human
hands, ?° nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to
all mortals life and breath and all things. “° From one ancestor he made all peoples to inhabit the
whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where
they would live, ?/ so that they would search for God and perhaps fumble about for him and find
him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. ?® For ‘In him we live and move and have our
being’; as even some of your own poets have said,

‘For we, too, are his offspring.’

L: The Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.



Gospel John 1:1-5
" In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. > He was in
the beginning with God. ° All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing
came into being. What has come into being “ in him was life, and the life was the light of all
people. ° The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overtake it.

P: The Gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Hymn of the Day ELW #720 “We Are Called”
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1 Come! Live in the light! Shine with the joy and the love of the
2 Come! O-pen your heart! Show your. . mer-cy to all those in
3 Sing! Sing a new song! Sing  of that great day when all will be
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Lord! We are  called to be light for the king-dom, to
fear! We are  called to be hope for the hope-less so
one! God will reign, and we’ll walk with each oth - er as
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live in the free - dom of the cit-y of God.
ha - tred and  blind-ness e Wil be s o no more.
sis-ters and  broth-ers ... u- nt-ed in love.
Refrain
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We are called to act with jus-tice, we are called to
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love ten - der - ly; we are called to serve one  an-

0 4 . o
b . I | I I
> | i — e e = I I

S —

oth -er, to walk hum - bly with God.



Communion Anthem

“How Beautiful” for vocal duet

with words and music by Twila Paris arr. Lloyd Larson

Closing Hymn ELW #835 “All Creatures Worship God Most High”
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1 All  crea-tures, wor-ship God most high! Sound ev -’ry voice in earth and
2 Sing, broth - er wind; with clouds and rain you grow the gifts of fruit and
3 Sing, broth -er fire, so mirth-ful, strong; drive far the shad-ows, join the
4 All who for love of God for-give, all who in pain or sor-row
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sky: Al-le - Iu - ia! Al-le - lu - ia! Sing, broth -er sun, in splen-dor
grain: Al-le - lu - 1a! Al-le - lu - 1a! Dear sis - ter wa-ter, use - ful,
throng: Al-le - Iu - 1a! Al-le - lu - ia! Dear moth - er earth, so rich in
grieve: Al-le - lu - ia! Al-le - lu - ia! Christ bears your bur-dens and your
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bright; sing, sis - ter moon and stars of night:
clear, make mu - sic for your Lord to hear: Al-le - Tu - ia al-le -
care, praise God 1in col - ors bright and rare: ’
fears; still make your song a - mid the tears:
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Iu -1a, al-le - lu - 1a, al-le - lu - 1a, al-le - lu - 1a!

5 And you, most gentle sister death,
waiting to hush our final breath:
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Since Christ our light has pierced your gloom,
fair is the night that leads us home.
Alleluia.

Postlude

6 O sisters, brothers, take your part,
and worship God with humble heart:
Alleluia! Alleluia!

All creatures, bless the Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit, Three in One:
Alleluia.

“Grand Postlude” in C dur “Maestoso” by Paul Fey
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Copyright Information:
Below is a list of the hymns we are using in today’s service with the copyright information located with
them.

Opening Hymn ELW #731 “Earth And All Stars!”

Text: Herbert F. Brokering, b. 1926
Music: EARTH AND ALL STARS, David N. Johnson, 1922-1987
Text and music © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Hymn of the Day ELW #720 “We Are Called”

Text: David Haas, b. 1957
Music: David Haas

1988 GIA Publications, In

Closing Hymn ELW #835 “All Creatures Worship God Most High”

Text: Francis of Assisi, 1182-1226; tr. composite
Music: LASST UNS ERFREUEN, Geistliche Kirchengesiinge, Kéln, 1623
Text © 1997 Augsburg Fortress.



