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Prelude                                        Elegy “Larghetto” in d Moll by Paul Fey  
                                                                                                    

 

Thanksgiving For Baptism  

When we were baptized in Christ Jesus, 
we were baptized into his death. 
We were buried therefore with him 
by baptism into death, 
so that as Christ was raised from the dead 
by the glory of the Father, 
we too might live a new life. 
For if we have been united with him in a death like his, 
we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 

 

P: Eternal God, maker of heaven and earth, who formed us from the dust of the 
earth, who by your breath gave us life, we glorify you. 
C: We glorify you. 

P: Jesus Christ, the resurrection and the life, who suffered death for all humanity, 
who rose from the grave to open the way to eternal life, we praise you. 
C: We praise you. 

P: Holy Spirit, author and giver of life, the comforter of all who sorrow, our sure 
confidence and everlasting hope, we worship you. 
C: We worship you. 

P: To you, O blessed Trinity, be glory and honor, forever and ever. 
C: Amen. 
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Opening Hymn                 ELW #574 “Here I Am, Lord”  
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P: The grace of our risen Savior, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 

 
Prayer of the Day 
O God of grace and glory, we remember before you today our sister Ruth. 
We thank you for giving her to us to know and to love as a companion in our 
pilgrimage on earth. In your boundless compassion, console us who mourn. Give 
us faith to see that death has been swallowed up in the victory of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, so that we may live in confidence and hope until, by your call, we are 
gathered to our heavenly home in the company of all your saints; through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C: Amen. 
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Hymn of Praise                          ELW #778 “The Lord's My Shepherd” 
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First Reading                              Job 19:23-27a 
23 “O that my words were written down! 
  O that they were inscribed in a book! 
 24 O that with an iron pen and with lead 
  they were engraved on a rock forever! 
 25 For I know that my vindicator lives 
  and that in the end he will stand upon the earth; 
 26 and after my skin has been destroyed, 
  then in my flesh I shall see God, 
 27 whom I shall see on my side, 
  and my eyes shall behold, and not another. 
  My heart faints within me!  
L: Word of God. Word of Life. 
C: Thanks be to God.  

 

 Psalm 23                                           Choir sings antiphon and odd verses 

                        Congregation sings the bold verses  

 

R: The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not be in want 

1The Lord | is my shepherd; 
I shall not | be in want. 
2The Lord makes me lie down | in green pastures 
and leads me be- | side still waters. R 
3You restore my | soul, O Lord, 
and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake. 
4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear no evil; 
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me. R 
5You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies; 
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over. 
6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life, 
and I will dwell in the house of the | Lord forever. R 
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Second Reading              Romans 8:31-35, 37-39 
  31 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against 
us? 32 He who did not withhold his own Son but gave him up for all of us, how will 
he not with him also give us everything else? 33 Who will bring any charge against 
God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? It is Christ who died, or 
rather, who was raised, who is also at the right hand of God, who also intercedes 
for us. 35 Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will affliction or distress or 
persecution or famine or nakedness or peril or sword? 37 No, in all these things we 
are more than victorious through him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will be 
able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
L: Word of God. Word of Life. 
C: Thanks be to God.  
 

Remembrances of Ruth Dodds     Corbett Baratta 
 

 

Gospel Acclamation           
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P: The Holy Gospel according to St John. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
Gospel                                      John 11:17-27   
17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four 
days. 18 Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19 and many of 
the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother.  
20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary 
stayed at home.  
21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 
died. 22 But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.”  
23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I know 
that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am 
the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will 
live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe 
this?”  27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of 
God, the one coming into the world.”  
P: The Gospel of the Lord.  
C: Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

 
Gospel Acclamation (repeat acclamation) 

 

 

Sermon                                 Rev. Nicholas Zook 
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Hymn of the Day                                  ELW #856 “How Great Thou Art” 

                          Con’t on next page... 
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Hymn of the Day                                  ELW #856 “How Great Thou Art” 
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Apostle’s Creed 
 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
      He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
      and born of the Virgin Mary. 
       He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
       was crucified, died, and was buried. 
              He descended into hell. 
              On the third day he rose again. 
              and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
              He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

        I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
              the holy catholic church, 
              the communion of saints, 
              the forgiveness of sins, 
              the resurrection of the body, 
              and the life everlasting. Amen.  
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Prayers of Intercession 

A: We are united to Christ in his death and resurrection through our baptism. As 
members of his risen body, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all 
people in need. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
A: Let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Hear us, risen Lord. 
 
A: Holy God, you raise up leaders in your church who preach salvation through the 
death and resurrection of Christ.  Inspire us to go and tell this good news 
throughout the world.  Lord, in your mercy, 
C: Hear our prayer. 

A: Holy God, we pray for the resurrection of our world when Christ will rule and 
the establishment of your kingdom will bring an end to war, violence, injustice and 
death. Lord, in your mercy, 
C: Hear our prayer. 

A: Holy God, as Christ’s presence in our community, you call us to love and serve 
our neighbors. Bless the ministries of Concordia Church and Concordia Place with 
the spirit of our risen Lord that your saving grace may fill the lives of all we serve.  
Lord, in your mercy, 
C: Hear our prayer. 

A: Holy God, you wipe away the tears of all who cry to you in distress. Bring 
healing to all who suffer in mind, body, or spirit, and comfort those who struggle 
and seek your presence, especially [pause for names], and those whose names we 
speak silently or aloud [pause for names] ...Lord, in your mercy, 
C: Hear our prayer. 

A: Holy God, you have swallowed up death forever through the resurrection of 
your Son. Speak to those who mourn with the promise of new life in Christ with 
those they love.  Lord, in your mercy, 
C: Hear our prayer. 
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A: Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ's death and resurrection may 
rise to newness of life and that through the gate of death we may pass with him to 
our joyful resurrection. .  Lord, in your mercy, 
C: Hear our prayer. 

A: Grant us the faith and grace to entrust Ruth to your never-failing love which 
sustained her in this life.  Receive her into the arms of your mercy and remember 
her according to the favor you bear for all your people.  Lord, in your mercy, 
C: Hear our prayer. 

P: Receive our prayers and hopes, and fill us with the risen life of Jesus Christ, 
your Son. 
C: Amen. 

 
 
The Peace 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 

 

Anthem                                                      Take My Hand, Precious Lord 
                  by Thomas A. Dorsey  
        (Choral arrangement by Jack Schrader) 
                        

 
The Offering                                                          

 
 
 

You are invited to share the sign of peace with others. 

Thank you for supporting our ministries with our financial gifts. 
Scan the QR code to the left to easily make a one-time gift or 
establish a recurring gift. The offering plate is located in the back 
of church should you have physical offerings to give.  



14 

Offertory Hymn           ELW #204 “Thankful Hearts And Voices Raise” 

 
Offertory Prayer 

A: Let us pray. 
C: Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us  
with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and      
generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need,      
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  
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The Liturgy of the Holy Eucharist 
 The Great Thanksgiving 

P: The Lord be with you.  
C: And also with you.  

P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

Preface 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should and at all times……….. we 
praise your name and join their unending hymn. 

 

Sanctus 
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P: Blessed are you, 
     God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! 
     By your great mercy 
      we have been born anew 
     to a living hope 
     through the resurrection of your Son 
      from the dead. 
     Once we were no people, 
      but now we are your people, 
      declaring your wonderful deeds in Christ,  
      who called us out of darkness into his marvelous light. 
 
P: By the baptism 
      of his death and resurrection 
      you gave birth to your Church, 
      delivered us from slavery 
      to sin and death, 
      and made with us a new covenant. 
 

C:  

      

P: On the night 
      he offered himself up for us 
      he took bread, 
      gave thanks t o you, 
      broke the bread, 
      gave it to his disciples, and said: 
      "Take, eat; 
      this is my body which is given for you. 
      Do this in remembrance of me." 

                                        

           ….continued on next page 
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P: When the supper was over 
     he took the cup 
     gave thanks to you 
     gave it to his disciples, and said: 
     "Drink from this, all of you; 
      for this is my blood of the new covenant, 
      poured out for you and for many 
      for the forgiveness of sins. 
      Do this, as often as you drink it, 
      in remembrance of me." 

 

P: O God of resurrection and new life: 
     Pour out your Holy Spirit upon us 
     and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
     Reveal yourself to us in the breaking 
     of the bread and raise us up 
     as the body of Christ for the world.  
C: Come Holy Spirit. 

 

P: Through him, with him, in him,  
     In the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
     All honor and glory is yours, 
     Almighty God, 
     Now and for ever, 

 

C:  
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The Lord’s Prayer 

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
C: Our Father in heaven, 
         hallowed be your name, 
          your kingdom come, 
          your will be done, 
          on earth as in heaven, 
      Give us today our daily bread, 
      Forgive us our sins 
          as we forgive those 
          who sin against us, 
        Save us from the time of trial 
           and deliver us from evil. 
         For the kingdom, the power, 
            and the glory are yours, 
            now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Communion Invitation 

We invite all who are baptized in Christ to come forward for communion. All 
are welcome at the Lord’s table. Parents of young children are asked to let the 
pastor know if they want their child to receive communion or a blessing. 

Communion is served by continuous table around the altar, and you are asked 
to take a place as openings appear.  
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Communion Hymn           ELW #493 “Taste And See” 

 
Cont’ on next page... 
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Communion Hymn con’t...          ELW #493 “Taste And See” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Post Communion Blessing 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace. 
C:  Amen. 
 
Post-Communion Prayer 

A: Let us pray. 
A: You have given yourself to us, Lord. 
C: Now we give ourselves for others. 
A: Your love has made us a new people; 
C: as a people of love 
we will serve you with joy. 
A: Your glory has filled our hearts; 
C: help us to glorify you in all things. 
Amen. 
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Closing Hymn                                         ELW #627 “O Day Full of Grace” 
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Announcements 
 
Benediction 
P: Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 
the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you 
with everything good that you may do his will, working in you that which is 
pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ: to whom be glory forever and ever.  
Amen. 
 

Dismissal  

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C: He is Risen indeed. Alleluia! 

 
A: Go in peace. Remember your baptism. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude                                                        Vivace in F dur by Paul Fey 
                                              
                        
                                                       

            
 
 

Today’s celebrants:  

Pastor: Rev. Nicholas Zook  
Deacon: Christina Mitchell 
Lector: Marne Turner 
Greeters: Bob Beach 
Soloists: Marisa Mladenovic, Jade Dasha, Benjamin Burney, Carl Ratner 
Choir:  Dan Lantvit, Kunying Li,  Bates Larson, Maggie Larson, Mary-Ann Lupa, 
Betsy Ries, Wilma Stevens, Linda Storbeck 
Organist & Choir Director: Paul D. Dykstra 



23 

Ruth M. Dodds 

January 17, 1940--December 1, 2025 

 

Ruth M. Dodds, 85, passed away Dec. 1, 2025, DeLand, Florida. 
 
Ruth was born Jan. 17, 1940, in Baraga, Michigan, to the late Carl and Martha 
Hartikka. Her brother (the late) Carl was born two years later. Ruth had many 
cousins whom she was close to and maintained those relationships throughout 
her life. 
 
Ruth grew up in Chicago in Wrigleyville. She attended and was confirmed in her 
faith at Trinity Lutheran Church. Ruth attended Lake View High School. She was  a 
member of the synchronized swimming team while at Lake View. 
 
She met and married Ralph O. Dodds,  on Feb. 10, 1962.  They subsequently had 
Brian, Bradley and Kimberly. In 1968, they moved to NorthCenter where they 
lived until their retirement in 2003.  Ralph and Ruth were a united front and put 
each other first always. They were welcoming of their childrens' friends, whether 
to eat dinner or sleepover.  Many a summer night sat on the front porch and 
conversed with friends and neighbors. 
 
Ruth loved to travel and each summer they packed the station wagon with kids, 
dogs, grandmas, etc for a family trip somewhere! Later they upgraded to a mobile 
home. Each summer also included a trip to the UP to visit relatives in Michigan. As 
they began traveling without their children, they would spend weekends in 
Nashville as a couple. Additionally, Ruth fell in love with Hawaii and traveled there 
often with Ralph. The couple would have Ruth's two aunts accompany them on 
trips to Hawaii, cruises and road trips.  
 
Ruth hosted all holidays and family members were always invited to come and 
celebrate.  
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Ruth worked for 35 years at Uhlich Children's Home in Chicago. During her 
tenure there, she worked as a house mother in the junior boys dorm. During this 
time, she would bring Jeff home during the holidays.  He came to live permanently 
in the mid 1970's and has been a member of the family to this day. She then 
worked in the girls' dorm before finally moved to the front office. Ruth loved her 
job and the friendships she made with co-workers.  
 
Ruth and Ralph moved to Florida in 2003. She had a very active social life, hosting 
card nights and holiday parties. She loved to go to dinner with friends. She was 
active in the church. She liked to host visitors and would gladly go on days trips 
throughout Florida. She and Ralph continued to travel, preferring cruises to the 
Caribbean islands and around Europe.  
 
Ruth is survived by her husband, Ralph; sons Brian (Melinda) and Bradley (Kandy); 
daughter Kimberly (the late Ronald) Baratta; foster son Jeffrey Whipson (Sara); 
four grandchildren, Blake (Terri), Kyle, Korey (Karlynn) and Corbett, and two 
great-grandchildren, Kyra and Oliver. 
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Announcements  

Luncheon following worship today 

There is a luncheon following worship to celebrate the life of Ruth Dodds. Her 
family invites you to join them in the gym for the luncheon.  

 

With a deep sense of loss, we share the unfortunate news of the death of            
Shih-Liang Fine who died unexpectedly at home last Saturday. Funeral Service for   
Shih-Liang Shirley Fine will be on Saturday, May 30th at Concordia 
Church.  Visitation at 10 AM, Service at 11 AM 

 

6th Annual Concordia Cup Golf Event 

Concordia Place hosts its annual golf event on June 15th at River Forest Country 
Club. Golfers are wanted! If you are interested in playing, or are interested in 
sponsoring the golf tournament, pick up a flyer in the back of the sanctuary for 
more information.  

 

Important Dates To Note 

May 24th: Afternoon recital with Matt Flanagan & Paul Dykstra at 2pm 

June 7th: Annual Meeting of the Church 

 

Support the ministries of Concordia Church through your offerings. There are 
multiple ways for you to give: 

1) Mobile: Text ‘Concordia’ to 73256 and follow the link or scan the QR code 
here 

2) Online: Visit www.onrealm.org/concordiafaith/give  

3) Via cash or check left in the offering plate or  
mailed to the church at:  

 3855 N Seeley Ave 
 Chicago, IL 60618 
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www.concordiafaith.org 
773-281-1225 

Concordia on Seeley 
3855 N. Seeley 

Sunday mornings: 

10:00am Worship (In-person & virtual options) 

 

Join the 10:00am livestream on Sunday mornings or view recordings of our 

past services on our YouTube channel. 

Concordia Church Chicago 

Welcome, and thank you for worshipping with us this morning.  

Holy Communion happens at every service and is open to all baptized.  

 Restrooms are located in the fellowship hall; exit the sanctuary through 
the back and follow the stairwell downstairs. 

Masks and hand sanitizer are located in the back of the sanctuary 
should you need either. 

Questions? Contact Desirae, Parish Admin, at dcontreras@concordiafaith.org 
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Copyright Information:  

Below is a list of all the songs that we are using in today’s liturgy with their copy right 
information located with them.    

Opening Hymn                                        ELW #574 “Here I Am, Lord”  

 
                                     
 

Hymn of Praise                                   ELW #778 “The Lord's My Shepherd” 

 

 

Hymn Of The Day                                              ELW #856 “How Great Thou Art” 

 

 

Offertory Hymn      ELW #204 “Thankful Hearts And Voices Raise” 

 

 

Communion Hymn                                                           ELW #493 “Taste And See” 

  
 

Closing Hymn                                                     ELW #627 “O Day Full of Grace” 

Notes on the Liturgy: 

1. All liturgical music is from ELW, Setting 4. 

2. The Liturgy is printed from The Evangelical Lutheran Worship and is used with permission. 

3. The offertory prayer, introduction to the prayers and conclusion are taken from Sundays and Seasons, Augsburg 

Fortress, 2019, and used with permission: license number 23952. 

4. Liturgy Hymns & Text are used by permission, of OneLicense: license number A-704728, Christian Copyright 

Licensing International (CCLI): license number 2760294, and Augsburg Fortress license number 23952. 
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Church Staff Contact Information 

Rev. Nicholas Zook, Pastor  
nzook@concordiafaith.org 
773-281-1225 

 
 
 

Desirae Contreras, Parish Administrator  
dcontreras@concordiafaith.org 
773-281-1225 

 
 
Albert Contreras, Administrative Assistant 
acontreras@concordiafaith.org 

 
 
Marisa Mladenovic, Music Director  
mbuchheit@concordiafaith.org 
 
 

 
Paul Dykstra, Organist & Choir Director 
pdykstra@concordiafaith.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Matt Flanagan, Concert Operations 
mflanagan@concordiafaith.org 

 
 
Jennifer Phillips, Chaplain, CIP  
jphillips@concordiafaith.org 


