
  

 

Sunday of the Passion 

Palm Sunday 

March 29th, 2026 
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The Passion of our Lord  
Procession of the Palms 

The congregation is invited to assemble outside. 

On this day, united with Christians around the world, we mark Jesus’ triumphant entry 
into the holy city of Jerusalem to complete the work of our salvation. We follow in his 
footsteps as we enter the church, our Jerusalem, acclaiming the one whose throne was 
the cross. In today’s gospel reading we hear the passion narrative of Jesus’ suffering and 
death for our sakes. 

P: Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
C: Hosanna in the highest.  

 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 

 

P: Let us pray.  
Mercifully assist us, O Lord God of our salvation, that we may enter with joy 
upon the contemplation of those mighty acts through which you have given us 
life everlasting; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Processional Gospel                         Matthew 21:1-11 
1When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount 
of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of 
you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them 
and bring them to me. 3If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord 
needs them.’ And he will send them immediately.” 4This took place to fulfill what 
had been spoken through the prophet, saying, 
 5“Tell the daughter of Zion, 
 Look, your king is coming to you, 
  humble, and mounted on a donkey, 
   and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 

             (continued on next page) 
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6The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7they brought the donkey 
and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8A very large crowd 
spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and 
spread them on the road. 9The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed 
were shouting,  
 “Hosanna to the Son of David! 
  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
 Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
10When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” 
11The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.” 
P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

The congregation lifts their palms up high for the blessing of the palms. 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 

 

P: Let us pray.  
We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
Today he entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed messiah and king 
by those who spread garments and branches along his way. Bless these branches 
and those who carry them. Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the 
cross, so that, joined to his death and resurrection, we enter into life with you; 
through the same Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  
C: Amen. 

 

P: Let us go forth in peace, 
C: In the name of the Lord. 
 

The congregation follows the cross into the sanctuary during the singing of the      
Processional Hymn. We will process around the church pews and come up the center 
aisle. As we come up the center, please take your place in your pew. 
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Processional Hymn      ELW #344 “All Glory, Laud, and Honor” 

 

Congregation lifts up their palms. 

P: Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
C: Hosanna in the highest. 
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Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 
P: Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord 
Jesus Christ to take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy 
enable us to share in his obedience to your will and in the glorious victory of his 
resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
C: Amen.  
 

First Reading                                             Isaiah 50:4-9a 
4The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to 
sustain the weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens—wakens my ear 
to listen as those who are taught. 5The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I was not 
rebellious, I did not turn backward. 6I gave my back to those who struck me, 
and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face 
from insult and spitting. 7The Lord GOD helps me; therefore I have not been 
disgraced; therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put 
to shame; 8he who vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand 
up together. Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me. 9aIt is the Lord GOD 
who helps me; who will declare me guilty? 
L: Word of God. Word of Life. 
C: Thanks be to God.  

 

Anthem          “Come, Sing Hosanna” by Joel Raney 
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Second Reading                   Philippians 2:5-11 
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the 
form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but 
emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And    
being found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point 
of death-even death on a cross. Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave 
him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
L: Word of God. Word of Life. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 

    

Gospel Acclamation                     Taize #20 “O Lord, Hear My Prayer” 
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Passion Reading according to St. Matthew 

Readers: Dan Formeller, Christina Mitchell, Marne Turner 

 

Hymn verses will be sung during breaks in reading and will be announced 
 
Passion Reading Hymn                                     ELW #340 “A Lamb Goes 
          Uncomplaining Forth” 
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Passion Reading Hymn con’t...                           ELW #340 “A Lamb Goes 
          Uncomplaining Forth” 
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Hymn of the Day                                      ELW #353 “Were You There?“ 
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Apostle’s Creed 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  and born of the Virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
       was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended into hell. 
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

The Prayers 

A: Remembering the Church, the world, and all those in need, let us offer our  
prayers to God. 

A: Mighty and loving God, you make us your children through your word of 
promise in the water of baptism. For Jesus, the Word of life, we thank you. 
C: Hear us, O God. 

A: You wash away our sin and make us clean and new. For the peace of          
forgiveness, we praise you. 
C: Hear us, O God. 

A: You send us your Holy Spirit to guide us and teach us. For all the gifts of the 
Spirit, we thank you. 
C: Hear us, O God. 
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A: You call us to tell others about Jesus. For willingness to show Jesus by what we 
say and do, we pray to you. 
C: Hear us, O God. 

A: You send us to help other people and to work for what is right. For courage to 
be the body of Christ, we pray to you. 
C: Hear us, O God. 

A: You send your spirit of healing and strength to all who call upon you. For those 
who seek your healing presence, especially Ian, Margaret, Mike, Joanne,  Dennis, 
Bernie, Mary, Chase, Aaron, Jack, Donna, Betty, Ivan, Rich, Lupe, Jack, Bob, 
Pastor Dan, Jim, Mark, Nate, Bob, Betsy, and those whose names we speak 
silently or aloud [pause for names] ...we pray to you. 
C: Hear us, O God.  

P: All these things, and whatever else you see that we need, grant us, O Lord our 
God, through Jesus Christ, for your mercy is everlasting, and your faithfulness 
endures from age to age. 
C: Amen. 

 

The Peace 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 

 
 

 

 

You are invited to share the sign of peace with others. 
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The Offering                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lenten Almsgiving Drive 

Our Lenten Almsgiving Drive  this season will support our 
Concordia Ministries fund. This fund supports our community by 
assisting our neighbors in need. All monetary donations will be 
directed to this fund so that we can show love to our neighbors 
through financial support, physical donations, and more. Each week, 
we will feature a story of impact that will highlight the work this 
fund has already done for our neighbors.  Place your gift in a 
Lenten offering envelope and place in the offering plate, or scan 
the QR code above and choose ‘Social Impact’ from the dropdown 
menu. So far, we’ve collected $520! 

 

 

  

“One of our parents suffered a serious work related injury yesterday.  The parent was 
transported to the hospital in critical condition and is awaiting surgery.  He’s 
experienced several fractures and a punctured lung.  The family has been part of our 
Concordia Family since February. They are a new arrival  family and they recently 
moved out of the shelter to an apartment.  The father recently started working 
construction. This a major setback for the family and they need support.  We don’t have 
any other details, but a couple of our teachers are planning to visit the family at the 
hospital this weekend.” 

Thank you for supporting our ministries with our financial gifts. 
Scan the QR code to the left to easily make a one-time gift or 
establish a recurring gift. There is also a plate in the back of the 
sanctuary for you to place your offerings. 
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Offertory Hymn      W&P #35 “Create in Me a Clean Heart” 

 

Offertory Prayer 

A: God our provider,  
C: We offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us -- ourselves, 
our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the 
sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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Liturgy of the Eucharistic Meal 

The Great Thanksgiving 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Preface 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise…..we praise your name and join their unending hymn. 
 

Sanctus 
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The Eucharistic Prayer 

P:  Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 
     Your mercy is everlasting 
     and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

      Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
      and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
      This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
      shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
      Do this for the remembrance of me. 

P:  With this bread and cup 
      we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life 
      as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

C:   

 

 

P:  O God of resurrection and new life: 
      Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 
      and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
      Bless this feast. 
      Grace our table with your presence. 
C:  Come, Holy Spirit. 
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 P: We praise you, O God, 
      blessed and holy Trinity, 
      now and forever. 
 

C:    

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven, 
  hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come,  
  your will be done, 
  on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins  
  as we forgive those  
  who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial  
  and deliver us from evil, 
 For the kingdom, the power,  
  and the glory are yours, 
  now and forever.  Amen. 

 
Communion Invitation 

We invite all who are baptized in Christ to come forward for communion. All 
are welcome at the Lord’s table. Parents of young children are asked to let the 
pastor know if they want their child to receive communion or a blessing. 

Communion is served by continuous table around the altar, and you are asked 
to take a place as openings appear. You may kneel at the altar rails or stand as 
you wish. 
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Communion Hymn               ELW #357 “Lamb of God Pure and Sinless” 
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Post Communion Blessing 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace. 
C: Amen. 

 

Post-Communion Prayer 

A: Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in 
our Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a making of 
peace; and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Sav-
ior and Lord.  
C: Amen.            
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Closing Hymn                            ELW #346 “Ride On, Ride On, in Majesty” 

Announcements 

 

Dismissal 

P: Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold 
fast to that which is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the         
fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people; love and serve 
God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

A:    Go in peace. Remember your baptism. 
C:    Thanks be to God. 
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Announcements  

Help us Decorate for Easter!  

We are looking for volunteers to stay after the Good Friday service on April 3rd to 
help decorate the Sanctuary for Easter Sunday. Many hands make light work, so the 
more volunteers we have, the faster the work will go! If you are able to help, please 
add your name to the sign-up sheet in the back of the sanctuary or email Desirae at 
dcontreras@concordiafaith.org.   

  

Kids' Easter Activities  

All children are invited to church early on Easter morning for some Easter fun! Join 
us on April 5th beginning at 9am in the gym for crafts, games, and other fun holiday 
activities. This is FREE for all children and we hope our families will make plans to 
join this fun event! If you have any questions, please reach out to Arlene Calderone 
at amjcalderone@gmail.com.   

 

Sunday School   

The next Sunday School session is April 19th during worship. The lesson is about 
communion and will be part 1 of 2. Children will hear the children's message with 
Pastor Zook and will then join their teachers in the gym for the lesson. Children ages 
4-11 years old are invited!  

Today’s celebrants:  

Pastor: Rev. Nicholas Zook  

Deacon: Christina Mitchell 

Lectors: Dan Formeller, Christina Mitchell, Marne Turner 

Greeter: Bob Beach, John  DeCorah 

Song Leaders: Marisa Mladenovic, Jade Dasha, Benjamin Burney, Avery 

Sujkowski 

Choir members: Dan Lantvit, Bates McIntyre Larson, Maggie Larson, Kunying Li, 

Mary-Ann Lupa, Betsy Ries, Wilma Stevens, Linda Storbeck 

Organist & Choir Director: Paul Dykstra 
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6th Annual Concordia Cup Golf Event 

Concordia Place hosts its annual golf event on June 15th at River Forest Country 
Club. Golfers are wanted! If you are interested in playing, or are interested in 
sponsoring the golf tournament, pick up a flyer in the back of the sanctuary for 
more information.  

 

 

Important Dates to note: 

• April 3rd Good Friday Service at 7 pm 

• April 5th Easter Sunday Service at 10 am: Kids Easter activities begin at 9 am 

 

Support the ministries of Concordia Church through your offerings. There are 
multiple ways for you to give: 

1) Mobile: Text ‘Concordia’ to 73256 and follow the link or scan the QR code 
here 

2) Online: Visit www.onrealm.org/concordiafaith/give  

3) Via cash or check left in the offering plate or  
mailed to the church at:  

 3855 N Seeley Ave 
 Chicago, IL 60618 



23 

 



24 

 



25 

 

www.concordiafaith.org 
773-281-1225 

Concordia on Seeley 
3855 N. Seeley 

Sunday mornings: 

10:00am Worship (In-person & virtual options) 

 

Join the 10:00am livestream on Sunday mornings or view recordings of our 

past services on our YouTube channel. 

Concordia Church Chicago 

Welcome, and thank you for worshipping with us this morning.  

Holy Communion happens at every service and is open to all baptized.  

 Restrooms are located downstairs. 

Concordia Church continues to follow Chicago Department of Health 
and CDC guidelines to ensure appropriate protocols are in place for the 

health and safety of our worshippers, leaders, and staff. Please visit 
www.concordiafaith.org for the latest updates.   

Questions? Contact Desirae, Parish Admin, at dcontreras@concordiafaith.org 
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Copyright Information:  

Below is a list of all the songs that we are using in today’s liturgy with their copy right in-
formation located with them.    

Processional Hymn                   ELW #344 “All Glory, Laud, and Honor” 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation                         Taize #20 “O Lord, Hear My Prayer” 

 

 
Passion Reading Hymn  ELW #340 “A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth” 

 

 
Hymn of the Day                                                            ELW #353 “Were You There?“ 

  

 
Offertory Hymn        W&P #35 “Create in Me a Clean Heart” 

 

 
Communion Hymn                        ELW #357 “Lamb of God, Pure and Sinless” 

 

    
Closing Hymn                                                 ELW #346 “Ride On, Ride On, in Majesty” 
 
 

Notes on the Liturgy: 

1. All liturgical music is from ELW, Setting 4 

2. The Liturgy is printed from The Evangelical Lutheran Worship and is used with permission. 

3. The offertory prayer, introduction to the prayers and conclusion are taken from Sundays and Seasons, Augsburg 
Fortress, 2023, and used with permission: license number 23952. 

4. Liturgy Hymns & Text are used by permission, of OneLicense: license number A-704728, Christian Copyright 
Licensing International (CCLI): license number 2760294, and Augsburg Fortress license number 23952. 
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Church Staff Contact Information 

Rev. Nicholas Zook, Pastor  
nzook@concordiafaith.org 
773-281-1225 

 
 
 

Desirae Contreras, Parish Administrator  
dcontreras@concordiafaith.org 
773-281-1225 

 
 
Albert Contreras, Administrative Assistant 
acontreras@concordiafaith.org 

 
 
Marisa Mladenovic, Music Director  
mbuchheit@concordiafaith.org 
 
 

 
Paul Dykstra, Organist & Choir Director 
pdykstra@concordiafaith.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Matt Flanagan, Concert Operations 
mflanagan@concordiafaith.org 

 
 
Jennifer Phillips, Chaplain, CIP  
jphillips@concordiafaith.org 
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