concordia
church

Epiphany of Our Lord
January 4th, 2026



Prelude

Blessing of the Church

P: May peace be to this house (of God) and to all who enter here. By wisdom a
house is built and through understanding it is established; through knowledge
its rooms are filled with rare and beautiful treasures.

Proverbs 24:3-4

Proclamation

P: Aswe prepare to ask God’s blessing on our church, let us listen to the words of
scripture.

A: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through
him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being
in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The Word became flesh
and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only
son, full of grace and truth. From his fullness we have all received, grace upon
grace.

John 1:1-4, 14, 16

Inscription

20+ CMB + 26
20 two thousand
26 andtwenty-six years ago.

The magi of old, known as

C Caspar,
M Melchior, and
B Balthasar

followed the star of God’s Son who came to dwell among us

+ Christe mansionem benedica
+ Christ, bless this house, +
and remain with us throughout the new year.



Processional Hymn

WOV #302 “As with Gladness Men of Old”

Q 52— ! | . I
—4 P B ————— T e—F—1— i
1 As with glad-ness men of old did the guid-ing star be - hold;
2 As with joy - ful steps they sped, Sav-ior, to thy low-ly bed,
3 As they of - fered gifts most rare at thy cra-dle, rude and bare,
4 Ho-ly Je -sus, ev-ry day keep us in the nar-row way;
5 In the heav'n-ly coun-try bright need they no cre - a - ted light;
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as  with joy they hailed its light, lead-ing  on - ward,beam-ing bright;
there to bend the knee be - fore thee, whomheav’'nand earth a - dore;
so may we with ho - ly joy, pure and free from sin’s al - loy,
and when earth-ly thingsare past, bring our ran - somed souls at last
thou its light, its  joy, its crown,thou its  sun which goes not down;
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so, most gra-cious Lord, may we ev - er-more be led by thee.
SO may we with will - ing feet ev - er seek thy mer - cy seat.
all our cost-liest trea- sures bring, Christ, to thee, our heav’n-ly King.
where they need no star to guide, where no clouds thy glo - ry hide.

there for - ev - er

may we sing al - le - lu - ias to our king.



Prayer of the Day

P: O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the leading of a star.
Lead us now by faith to know your presence in our lives, and bring us at last to the
full vision of your glory, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen

First Reading Isaiah 60:1-6

Arise, shine; for your light has come,
and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you.

For darkness shall cover the earth,
and thick darkness the peoples;
but the LORD will arise upon you,
and his glory will appear over you.

Nations shall come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your dawn.

Lift up your eyes and look around;

they all gather together, they come to you;

your sons shall come from far away,

and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms.

Then you shall see and be radiant;

your heart shall thrill and rejoice,

because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you,
the wealth of the nations shall come to you.

A multitude of camels shall cover you,

the young camels of Midian and Ephah;

all those from Sheba shall come.

They shall bring gold and frankincense,
and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD.

L: Word of Word. Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.



Taize “Ubi Caritas”
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Second Reading Ephesians 31-12

This is the reason that | Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you
Gentiles—for surely you have already heard of the commission of God'’s grace that
was given me for you, and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation,
as | wrote above in a few words, a reading of which will enable you to perceive my
understanding of the mystery of Christ. In former generations this mystery was
not made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles
and prophets by the Spirit: that is, the Gentiles have become fellow heirs,
members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the
gospel. Of this gospel | have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace
that was given me by the working of his power.

...continued on next page



Second Reading con't Ephesians 3:1-12
Although | am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to bring to
the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, and to make everyone see
what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things; so
that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made
known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. This was in accordance
with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom
we have access to God in boldness and confidence through faith in him.

L: Word of God. Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation “Alleluia”
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P: The Gospel according to St. Matthew.
C: Glory toyou, O Lord.

Gospel Matthew 2:1-12

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men
from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born
king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him
homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with
him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired
of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea;
for so it has been written by the prophet:

‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the
rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my peo-
ple Israel.”

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact
time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go
and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word
so that | may also go and pay him homage.” When they had heard the king, they
set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, un-
til it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had
stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the
child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then,
opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and
myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for
their own country by another road.

P: The Gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Gospel Acclamation (repeat acclamation)

Sermon Rev. Nicholas Zook



Hymn of the Day ELW #295 “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”

01
Y D |
o & ° o o oo *
1 Of the Fa - ther’s love be - got - ten ere the worlds be -
2 Oh, that birth for - ev - er bless - ed, when the vir - gin,
3 This is he whom seers in old time chant-ed of with
4 Let the heights of heav’n a - dore him; an - gel hosts, his
5 Christ, to thee, with God the Fa - ther, and, O Ho - ly
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one ac - cord, whom the voic - es of the proph - ets
prais - es sing; pow’rs, do - min - ions, bow be - fore him
Ghost, to thee, hymn and chant and high thanks-giv - ing
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ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
ev - er - more and ev - er - more! A - men.



Apostle’s Creed

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

A: Remembering the Church, the world, and all those in need, let us offer our
prayers to God. Lord, in your mercy,
C: Hear our prayer.

A: Blessed be God, who gave us the light of the world and who desires that all
people should come to know Christ’s love and grace. Fill our hearts with your
radiance and truth that we might walk as children of light. Lord, in your mercy,
C: Hear our prayer.



A: Lord God, through the ministry of your Son we have received grace upon
grace. Bring light to those who dwell in darkness, joy to those in sorrow, hope to
those in fear and despair. We pray especially for: lan, Dee, Margaret, Mike,
Joanne, Jocelyn, Dennis, Father Jim, Avery, Mike, Bernie, Mary, Chase, and for
those we name before you or silently in our hearts (pause for names] ...Lord, in your
mercy,

C: Hear our prayer.

A: Thanks be to God who calls us to witness to Christ’s love in our community. We
give you thanks for the ministries of our congregation, and the blessings of
Concordia Church and Concordia Place. Use our gifts for those you have called us
to serve. Lord, in your mercy,

C: Hear our prayer.

A: God of light and truth, whose love knows no bounds in your Son, Jesus. Bring us
to a deeper understanding of the Gospel, help us to accept the challenge of
Christian living, and lead us to the joy of faith in the family of your church. Lord, in
your mercy,

C: Hear our prayer.

P: All these things, and whatever else you see that we need, grant us, O Lord our
God, through Jesus Christ, for your mercy is everlasting, and your faithfulness
endures from age to age.

C: Amen.
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The Peace

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

You are invited to share the sign of peace with others.

The Offering

We encourage you to use this time for reflection & gratitude
as we prepare for communion.
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Offertory Anthem
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Offertory Hymn ELW #186 “Create in Me a Clean Heart”
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Offertory Prayer

A: God of wisdom,
C: As the magi offered gifts to the Christ child, receive the treasures of

ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Through this meal unite us as your
body that we may be a light to all nations; for the sake of him who gave himself
for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Liturgy of the Eucharistic Meal

The Great Thanksgiving

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: Itisright to give our thanks and praise.

ol
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P: We give you thanks, Father,
through Jesus Christ,
your beloved Son,
whom you sent
in this end of the ages
to save and redeemus
and to proclaim to us your will.
He is your Word,
inseparable from you.
Through him
you created all things,
and in him you take delight.
He is your Word,
sent from heaven
to a virgin's womb.
He there took on our nature
and our lot and
was shown forth as your Son,
bom of the Holy Spirit
and of the virgin Mary.
Itis he, our Lord Jesus,
who fulfilled all your will
and won for you a holy people;
he stretched out his hands
in suffering
in order to free from suffering
those who trust you.
Itis he who,
handed over to a death
he freely accepted,
in order to destroy death,
to break the bonds
of the evil one,
to crush hell underfoot,
to give light to the righteous,
to establish his covenant
and to show forth
the resurrection,

taking bread and

giving thanks to you, said:
Take and eat;

this is my body, broken foryou.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
In the same way he took the cup,

gave thanks, and

gave it for all to drink, saying:
This is my blood

poured out for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, then,

his death and resurrection,

we lift this bread and cup

before you,

giving you thanks that

you have made us worthy

to stand before you

and to serve you

as your priestly people.
And we ask you:

Send your spirit

upon these gifts of your church;

gather into one

all who share

this bread and wine;

fill us with your holy spirit

to establish our faith in truth,

that we may praise

and glorify you

through your Son, Jesus Christ.
Through him

all glory and honor are yours,
Almighty Father,

with the Holy Spirit,

in your holy Church

both now and forever.

C: Amen
14



C: Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil,

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Communion Invitation

We invite all who are baptized in Christ to come forward for communion. All
are welcome at the Lord’s table. Parents of young children are asked to let the
pastor know if they want their child to receive communion or a blessing.

Communion is served by continuous table around the altar, and you are asked
to take a place as openings appear.
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Communion Hymn “Lamb of God"
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sin  of the world; grant us peace.

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his

grace.
C: Amen.

Post Communion Prayer

P: God of glory, in this sacrament you unite us in the body of your Son. May we
who have been guests at this table grow in love for one another, that through us
your light may shine in all the world, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.
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Closing Hymn ELW #876 “Let the Whole Creation Cry”
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1 Let the whole cre - a - tion cry, “Glo - ry to the Lord on high!”
2 Ser-vants striv-ing for the Lord, proph-ets burn-ing with the word,
3 Men and wom-en, young and old, raise the an -them loud and bold,
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Heav’'n and earth, a - wake and sing, “Praise to our al - might-y  king!”

those  to whom the arts be-long add their voic-es to the song.
and let chil-dren’s hap - py hearts in this wor-ship take their parts;
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Praise God, an - gel hosts a-bove, ev - er bright and fair in love;
Pow’rs of knowl-edge and of law, to the glo -rious cir - cle draw;
from the north to south-ern pole let the might-y  cho-rus roll:
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sun and moon, lift up your voice; night and stars, in God re - joice.
all who work and all who wait, sing,“The Lord is good and great!”
“Ho-1ly, Ho -1ly, Ho-ly One; glo-1ry be to God a - lone!”
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Announcements

Benediction

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine upon you and
be gracious unto you. The Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you
peace. In the name of the Father, and of the Son (+), and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Dismissal

A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Today'’s celebrants:

Pastor: Rev. Nicholas Zook

Deacon: TBD

Lector: TBD

Greeter: TBD

Section Leaders: Jade Dasha, Benjamin Burney, Avery Sujkowski

Choir: Marisa Buchheit, Benjamin Burney, Jade Dasha, Richard Gaul, Dan Lantvit,
Kungying Li, Jordan Loyd, Mary-Ann Lupa, Betsy Ries, Wilma Stevens, Linda
Storbeck, Avery Sujkowski

Organist & Choir Director: Paul Dykstra
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Announcements

De-Greening

We will ‘de-green’ the church following worship today. Please stay after to help
us undecorate! Light refreshments will be provided.

Year-End Giving Statements

Giving statements for 2025 will be issued soon. We are counting and entering
final gifts in order to issue accurate records to everyone. Please reach out to
Desirae (dcontreras@concordiafaith.org) with any questions.

Important Dates to note:
e January 4th: De-greening following worship
e January 18th: Sunday School during 10am worship

o January 25th: Council Meeting following worship

Support the ministries of Concordia Church through your offerings. There are
multiple ways for you to give:

1) Mobile: Text ‘Concordia’ to 73256 and follow the link or scan the QR code
here

2) Online: Visit www.onrealm.org/concordiafaith/give

3) Viacash or check left in the offering plate or
mailed to the church at:

3855 N Seeley Ave
Chicago, IL 60618
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concordia
church

Love God. Love Your Neighbor.

www.concordiafaith.org
773-281-1225

Concordia on Seeley
3855 N. Seeley
Sunday mornings:

10:00am Worship (In-person & virtual options)

Join the 10:00am livestream on Sunday mornings or view recordings of our
past services on our YouTube channel.

) YouTuhe Concordia Church Chicago

Welcome, and thank you for worshipping with us this morning.

Holy Communion happens at every service and is open to all baptized.

Restrooms are located in the fellowship hall; exit the sanctuary through
the back and follow the stairwell downstairs.

Masks and hand sanitizer are located in the back of the sanctuary
should you need either.

Questions? Contact Desirae, Parish Admin, at dcontreras@concordiafaith.org

‘} concordia A Concordia family of ministries serving people and communities

' church concordiaministries.org | concordiafaith.org




Copyright Information:
Below is a list of all the songs that we are using in today’s liturgy with their copy right in-
formation located with them.

Opening Hymn WOV #302 “As With Gladness Men of Old”

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898, alt.
Music: DIX, Conrad Kocher, 1786-1872

Gospel Acclamation “Alleluia” Setting 3

Hymn of the Day ELW #295 “Of the Father's Love Begotten”

Text: Marcus Aurelius Clemens Prudentius, 348—413; tr. composite
Music: DIVINUM MYSTERIUM, plainsong mode V, 13th cent.

Offertory Hymn ELW #186 “Create in Me a Clean Heart”

Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Communion Hymn “‘Lamb of God” Setting 3

Closing Hymn ELW #876 “Let the Whole Creation Cry”

Text: Stopford A. Brooke, 1832-1916, alt.
Music: SALZBURG. Jakob Hintze. 1622—1702: arr. Johann Sebastian Bach. 1685-1750. adant.

Notes on the Liturgy:
1. Allliturgical musicis from ELW, Setting 4

2. The Liturgy is printed from The Evangelical Lutheran Worship and is used with permission.

3. The offertory prayer, introduction to the prayers and conclusion are taken from Sundays and Seasons, Augsburg
Fortress, 2019, and used with permission: license number 23952.

4, Liturgy Hymns & Text are used by permission, of OneLicense: license number A-704728, Christian Copyright
Licensing International (CCLI): license number 2760294, and Augsburg Fortress license number 23952.
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Church Staff Contact Information

Rev. Nicholas Zook, Pastor
nzook@concordiafaith.org
773-281-1225

Desirae Contreras, Parish Administrator
dcontreras@concordiafaith.org
773-281-1225

Albert Contreras, Administrative Assistant
acontreras@concordiafaith.org

Marisa Mladenovic, Music Director
mbuchheit@concordiafaith.org

Paul Dykstra, Organist & Choir Director
pdykstra@concordiafaith.org

Matt Flanagan, Concert Operations
mflanagan@concordiafaith.org

Jennifer Phillips, Chaplain, CIP
jphillips@concordiafaith.org
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