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www.concordiafaith.org 
773-281-1225 

Concordia on Seeley 
3855 N. Seeley 

Sunday mornings: 

10:00am Worship (In-person & virtual options) 

 

Join the 10:00am livestream on Sunday mornings or view recordings of our 

past services on our YouTube channel. 

Concordia Church Chicago 

Welcome, and thank you for worshipping with us this morning.  

Holy Communion happens at every service and is open to all baptized.  

 Restrooms are located in the fellowship hall; exit the sanctuary through 
the back and follow the stairwell downstairs. 

Masks and hand sanitizer are located in the back of the sanctuary 
should you need either. 

Questions? Contact Desirae, Parish Admin, at dcontreras@concordiafaith.org 
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Prelude                                                     

 
Thanksgiving for Baptism 

P: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

P: Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 
    we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness. 
    Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

C: Merciful God, we praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 
You have called us to yourself, enlightened us with the gifts of your Spirit, 
and nourished us in the community of faith. Uphold us in the gifts 
and  promises of baptism, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, 
and love. Amen. 

P:  God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope 
through the sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word, God delivers us 
from sin and death and raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with 
all who have been baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed with the gift of 
the Holy Spirit, and joined in God’s mission for the life of the world. 

C:  We rejoice in the gift of our baptism. 
     Together we will give thanks and praise to God 
     and proclaim the good news to all the world. 

P:   May Almighty God,  
       who gives us a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit,  
       forgive us all our sins,  
       strengthen us in all goodness,  
       and keep us in eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
       Amen. 
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Opening Hymn          ELW #445 “Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters” 

 

P: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you.  
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Canticle of Praise 
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Prayer of the Day 

P: Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit and re-
vealed him as your beloved Son. Keep all who are born of water and the Spirit 
faithful in your service, that we may rejoice to be called children of God, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spir-
it, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen 

 

First Reading                      Isaiah 43:1-7 
1 But now thus says the LORD, 
  he who created you, O Jacob, 
  he who formed you, O Israel: 
 Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 
  I have called you by name, you are mine. 
 2 When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 
  and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 
 when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 
  and the flame shall not consume you. 
3 For I am the LORD your God, 
  the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. 
 I give Egypt as your ransom, 
  Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you. 
 4 Because you are precious in my sight, 
  and honored, and I love you, 
 I give people in return for you, 
  nations in exchange for your life. 
 5 Do not fear, for I am with you; 
  I will bring your offspring from the east, 
  and from the west I will gather you; 
 6 I will say to the north, “Give them up,” 
  and to the south, “Do not withhold; 
 bring my sons from far away 
  and my daughters from the end of the earth— 
 

                                                    ...continued on next page 
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First Reading continued...                     Isaiah 43:1-7 

 7 everyone who is called by my name, 
  whom I created for my glory, 
  whom I formed and made.” 
L: Word of God. Word of Life. 
C: Thanks be to God.  

 

Psalm 29        Choir sings antiphon 

               Lector reads un-bolded text; congregation reads bolded part 

 1 Ascribe to the | LORD, you gods, 
  ascribe to the LORD glo- | ry and strength. 
 2 Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due God’s name; 
  worship the LORD in the beau- | ty of holiness. 
 3 The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of | glory thunders; 
  the LORD is upon the | mighty waters. 
 4 The voice of the LORD is a pow- | erful voice; 
  the voice of the LORD is a | voice of splendor. R 
 5 The voice of the LORD breaks the | cedar trees; 
  the LORD breaks the ce- | dars of Lebanon; 
 6 the LORD makes Lebanon skip | like a calf, 
  and Mount Hermon like a | young wild ox. 
 7 The voice | of the LORD 
  bursts forth in | lightning flashes. 
 8 The voice of the LORD | shakes the wilderness; 
  the LORD shakes the wilder- | ness of Kadesh. R 
 9 The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the | forests bare. 
  And in the temple of the LORD all are | crying, “Glory!” 
 10 The LORD sits enthroned a- | bove the flood; 
  the LORD sits enthroned as king for- | evermore. 
 11 O LORD, give strength | to your people; 
  give them, O LORD, the bless- | ings of peace. R 
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Second Reading                      Acts 8:14-17                                                
14 Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word 
of God, they sent Peter and John to them. 15 The two went down and prayed for 
them that they might receive the Holy Spirit 16 (for as yet the Spirit had not come 
upon any of them; they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus). 17 
Then Peter and John laid their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. 
L: Word of God. Word of Life. 
C: Thanks be to God.  

 

Gospel Acclamation       “Alleluia” 

P: The Gospel according to St. Luke.  
C: Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
 

Gospel                                       Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

15 As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their 
hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16 John answered all of 
them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is 
coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with 
the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing 
floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with 
unquenchable fire.” 

                   ...continued on next page  
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Gospel continued….                                      Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

  21 Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been 
baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit 
descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, 
“You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 
P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ.  

   

Gospel Acclamation (repeat acclamation) 

 
 

Sermon                     Rev. Nicholas Zook 
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Hymn of the Day                 ELW #305 “When Jesus Came to Jordan”        

      
                                      

 



11 

Apostle’s Creed 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  and born of the Virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried. 
  He descended into hell. 
  On the third day he rose again. 
  He ascended into heaven, 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Prayers of Intercession 

A: Remembering the Church, the world, and all those in need, let us offer our 
prayers to God. Lord, in your mercy,  
C:  Hear our prayer.    

A:  Blessed be God, who gave us the light of the world and who desires that all 
people should come to know Christ’s love and grace. Fill our hearts with your 
radiance and truth that we might walk as children of light. Lord, in your mercy,  
C:  Hear our prayer.    
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A:  Praise to you, almighty God and Father, you proclaimed Christ your Son at his 
baptism in the waters of the Jordan. Make your church holy that we who have 
been born again by the power of the Holy Spirit may live as witnesses to your 
grace and love for all people. Lord, in your mercy,  
C:  Hear our prayer.  
 
A:  Lord God, through the ministry of your Son we have received grace upon 
grace. Bring light to those who dwell in darkness, joy to those in sorrow, hope to 
those in fear and despair. We pray especially for: Lupe, Raymond, Bonnie, Bob, 
Melanie, Roz, Lena, Tom, Rachel, Sandy, Mary, Doug, Donna, Lola, Marte, Bernie, 
Fr. Steve Kanonik, and for those we name before you or silently in our hearts 
(pause for names] ...Lord, in your mercy,  
C:  Hear our prayer.    

A: Thanks be to God who calls us to witness to Christ’s love in our community. We 
give you thanks for the ministries of our congregation, and the blessings of 
Concordia Church and Concordia Place. Use our gifts for those you have called us 
to serve. Lord, in your mercy,  
C:  Hear our prayer. 

A: God of light and truth, whose love knows no bounds in your Son, Jesus. Bring us 
to a deeper understanding of the Gospel, help us to accept the challenge of 
Christian living, and lead us to the joy of faith in the family of your church. Lord, in 
your mercy,  
C:  Hear our prayer.    

P: All these things, and whatever else you see that we need, grant us, O Lord our 
God, through Jesus Christ, for your mercy is everlasting, and your faithfulness 
endures from age to age.    
C: Amen. 
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The Peace 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 

 

The Offering  

 

 

 

  
 

 

Offertory Anthem                           “Wade in the Water”
        

 

You are invited to share the sign of peace with others. 

We encourage you to use this time for reflection & gratitude  

as we prepare for communion. 

Thank you for supporting our ministries with our financial gifts. 
Scan the QR code to the left to easily make a one-time gift or 
establish a recurring gift.  
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Offertory Hymn                        ELW #188 “Create in Me a Clean Heart” 
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Offertory Prayer 

A: God of wisdom, 
C: As the magi offered gifts to the Christ child, receive the treasures of         
ourselves, our time, and our possessions.  Through this meal unite us as your 
body that we may be a light to all nations; for the sake of him who gave  himself  
for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 

Liturgy of the Eucharistic Meal 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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C: Our Father in heaven, 
  hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come,  
  your will be done, 
  on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins  
  as we forgive those  
  who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial  
  and deliver us from evil, 
 For the kingdom, the power,  
  and the glory are yours, 
  now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Communion Invitation 

We invite all who are baptized in Christ to come forward for communion. All 
are welcome at the Lord’s table. Parents of young children are asked to let the 
pastor know if they want their child to receive communion or a blessing. 

Communion is served by continuous table around the altar, and you are asked 
to take a place as openings appear.  
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Communion Hymn       “Lamb of God” 

 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace. 
C: Amen. 

 

Post Communion Prayer 

P: God of glory, in this sacrament you unite us in the body of your Son. May we 
who have been guests at this table grow in love for one another, that through us 
your light may shine in all the world, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
C: Amen. 
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Closing Hymn                        ELW #453 “Baptized and Set Free” 
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Announcements 

Benediction 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine upon you and 
be gracious unto you. The Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you 
peace. In the name of the Father, and of the Son (+), and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Dismissal 

A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude 

 

 

Adult Study resumes 

Adult study resumes on Sunday, January 19th at 9am in the church office. This 
session will study C.S. Lewis’ book ‘Mere Christianity’ (for which you will need to 
purchase a copy). Discussion can also be available virtually via Zoom; let Pastor 
know if you’d like to join via this route. Connect with Pastor Zook for more 
details.  

Today’s celebrants:  

Pastor: Rev. Nicholas Zook  
Deacon: Kim Baratta  
Lector: Marne Turner  
Greeter:  Guenter Seidel 
Song Leaders: Marisa Buchheit, Jade Dasha, Ryan Alexander Avery Sujkowski 
Choir members: Richard Gaul, Dan Lantvit, Mary-Ann Lupa, Betsy Ries, Wilma 
Stevens, Linda Storbeck 
Organist & Choir Director: Paul Dykstra 
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Year-End Giving Statements 

Giving statements for 2024 will be issued soon. We are counting and entering 
final gifts in order to issue accurate records to everyone. Please reach out to 
Desirae (dcontreras@concordiafaith.org) with any questions.  

 

Important Dates to note: 

• January 12th: ‘Second Sunday’ concert at noon 

  Lake Effect Clarinet Quartet 

• January 19th: Sunday School during 10am worship 

• January 26th: Council Meeting at 11am 

 

Support the ministries of Concordia Church through your offerings. There are 

multiple ways for you to give: 

1) Mobile: Text ‘Concordia’ to 73256 and follow the link or scan the QR code 
here 

2) Online: Visit www.onrealm.org/concordiafaith/give  

3) Via cash or check left in the offering plate or  
mailed to the church at:  

 3855 N Seeley Ave 
 Chicago, IL 60618 
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Copyright Information:  

Below is a list of all the songs that we are using in today’s liturgy with their copy right in-
formation located with them.    

Opening Hymn                                ELW #445 “Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters” 

 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation                “Alleluia”    Setting 4 

 

Hymn of the Day                                        ELW #2305 “When Jesus Came to Jordan” 

 

 

 

Offertory Hymn               ELW #188 “Create in Me a Clean Heart” 
 

 
 

Communion Hymn        “Lamb of God”    Setting 4 
 

 
Closing Hymn                  ELW #453 “Baptized and Set Free”                                     

 

              

Notes on the Liturgy: 

1. All liturgical music is from ELW, Setting 4 

2. The Liturgy is printed from The Evangelical Lutheran Worship and is used with permission. 

3. The offertory prayer, introduction to the prayers and conclusion are taken from Sundays and Seasons, Augsburg 
Fortress, 2019, and used with permission: license number 23952. 

4. Liturgy Hymns & Text are used by permission, of OneLicense: license number A-704728, Christian Copyright 
Licensing International (CCLI): license number 2760294, and Augsburg Fortress license number 23952. 
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Church Staff Contact Information 

Rev. Nicholas Zook, Pastor  
nzook@concordiafaith.org 
773-281-1225 

 
 

Desirae Contreras, Parish Administrator  
dcontreras@concordiafaith.org 
773-281-1225 

 

Wen Chin Liu-Young, Administrative Assistant 
wcliuyoung@concordiafaith.org 

 

 
Marisa Buchheit, Music Director  
mbuchheit@concordiafaith.org 
 

 
Paul Dykstra, Organist & Choir Director 
pdykstra@concordiafaith.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Matt Flanagan, Concert Operations 
mflanagan@concordiafaith.org 
 
 

 
 
David Nakazono, Audio/Visual Engineer 
trumpet@davidnakazono.com 

 
 
Jennifer Phillips, Chaplain, CIP  
jphillips@concordiafaith.org 


