
First Sunday of Christmas  
Sunday, December 29, 2024 
	 
Prelude 
 
Canticle of Praise – (Setting 5) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



Welcome 
P: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  
C: and also with you. 
 

Greeting & Dialog 

A: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 
C: The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

A: Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness, on them light has shined. 
C: We have beheld Christ’s glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father. 

A: To us a child is born, to us a son is given. 
C: In him is life, and the life is the light of all people. 

 
Prayer of the Day 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 

 
P: Let us pray.  
Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature and yet more 
wonderfully restored it. In your mercy, let us share the divine life of the one who came to 
share our humanity, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lessons and Carols 
Carol                       ELW #272 “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



First Reading                                 Isaiah 61:10-62:3 
10I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, 
  my whole being shall exult in my God; 
 for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 
  he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
 as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 
  and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
 11For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 
  and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 
 so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 
  to spring up before all the nations. 
 
 62:1For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, 
  and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, 
 until her vindication shines out like the dawn, 
  and her salvation like a burning torch. 
 2The nations shall see your vindication, 
  and all the kings your glory; 
 and you shall be called by a new name 
  that the mouth of the LORD will give. 
 3You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, 
  and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.  
L: Word of God. Word of Life.                   
C: Thanks be to God. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Carol                ELW #284 “ ‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime” 
                                            Verses 1-2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Second Reading                                     Galatians 4:4-7  
4When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the 
law, 5in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption 
as children. 6And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our 
hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then 
also an heir, through God. 
L: Word of God. Word of Life. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 



Carol                  ELW 284 “ ‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime” 
                                                                                                  Verses 3-4 (printed above) 
 
Gospel               Luke 2:22-40 

22When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, [Joseph and 
Mary] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the 
law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), 24and they 
offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves 
or two young pigeons.” 
 25Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous 
and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 
26It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had 
seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when 
the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, 
28Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying, 
 29“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 
  according to your word; 
 30for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
  31which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
 32a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
  and for glory to your people Israel.” 
 33And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. 
34Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the 
falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 35so that the 
inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 
 36There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She 
was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37then as 
a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped there with 
fasting and prayer night and day. 38At that moment she came, and began to praise God and 
to speak about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 
 39When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to 
Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40The child grew and became strong, filled with 
wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him. 
P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon          Rev. Nicholas Zook 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Carol          ELW #288 “Good Christian Friends Rejoice” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Nicene Creed 
C:  We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven; 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen 
 

Responsive Prayer 
A: Glory to God in the highest, 
C: and peace to God’s people on earth. 
  

A: Blessed are you, Prince of peace. You rule the earth with truth and justice. 
C: Send your gift of peace to all nations of the world. 
  

 



A: Blessed are you, Son of Mary. You share our humanity. 
C: Have mercy on the sick, the dying, and all who suffer this day. 
  

A: Blessed are you, Son of God. You dwell among us as the Word made flesh. 
C: Reveal yourself to us in word and sacrament that we may bear you light to all the 

world. 
  

A: Let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, hear our prayer. 
  

A: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
C: Our Father in heaven, 
  hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come,  
  your will be done, 
  on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins  
  as we forgive those  
  who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial  
  and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power,  
  and the glory are yours, 
  now and forever.  Amen.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Carol           ELW #299 “Cold December Flies Away” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Benediction and Dismissal 

P: Go forth in the power of the Holy Spirit! 
    Proclaim the gospel throughout the earth! 
    Serve the Lord with gladness, 
    with deeds of justice and mercy!  
C: Amen. 
 
A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Postlude 


