First Sunday of Christmas
Sunday, December 29, 2024

Prelude

Canticle of Praise — (Setting 5)
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1 All glo - ry be to God on high, and peace to earth be
2 Lord Je - sus Christ, the on - ly Son of God, cre-a - tion’s
3 To you a-lone, O God, we cry, the Ho - ly One we
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giv. - en! Let an - gels sing, let all re - ply; good -
au - thor, O Lamb of God, your death a - lone takes
name you; for you a-lone are God most high, one
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will breaks forth from heav - en! Lord God  Al-might - vy,
sin a-way for - ev - er. Stretch out your arms to
liv - ing God we claim you: we wor - ship you, Lord
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heav - en’s king, we wor - ship you, our thanks we sing, we
ev - 'ry land, and, as you reign at God’s right hand, re -
Je - sus Chrst, with God the Spir - it ev - er Dblest, In
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praiseyou for your glo - 71y
ceive our prayer; have mer - cy.
God the Fa - ther’s glo - ry. A - men.




Welcome

P: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C: and also with you.

Greeting & Dialog

A: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.
C: The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

A: Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness, on them light has shined.
C: We have beheld Christ’s glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father.

A: Tous achildis born, to us asonis given.
C:In him s life, and the life is the light of all people.

Prayer of the Day

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Let us pray.

Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature and yet more
wonderfully restored it. In your mercy, let us share the divine life of the one who came to
share our humanity, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.



Lessons and Carols

Carol ELW #272 “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming"
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1 Lo, how a rose e’er bloom-ing from ten - der stem hath
2 I - wsai - ah had fore - told it, the rose 1 have in
3 This flow’r, whose fra - grance ten - der with  sweet-ness fills the
4 O Sav - ior, child of Mar - y, who felt our hu - man
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sprung! Of Jes - se’s  lin - eage com - ing as
mind;  with Mar - y we be - hold it, the
air, dis - pels with glo - rious splen - dor the
woe; (0] Sav - ior, king of glo - 1y, who
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seers of old have sung, it came, a flow’r so bright, a -
vir - gin  moth - er kind. To show God’s love a - right, she
dark - ness ev - 'ry - where. True man, yet ver -y God, from
dost our weak - ness know: bring us at length, we pray, to
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mid the cold of win - ter, when  half-spent was the  night.
bore to us a Sav - ior, when  half-spent was  the night.
sin and death he saves us and light-ens ev - ry load.
the bright courts of heav - en and in - to end - less day.
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First Reading
01 will greatly rejoice in the LORD,
my whole being shall exult in my God;
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation,
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
For as the earth brings forth its shoots,
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up,
so the Lord Gob will cause righteousness and praise
to spring up before all the nations.

621For Zion's sake | will not keep silent,
and for Jerusalem’s sake | will not rest,
until her vindication shines out like the dawn,
and her salvation like a burning torch.
“The nations shall see your vindication,
and all the kings your glory;
and you shall be called by a new name
that the mouth of the LORD wiill give.
*You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD,
and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.
L: Word of God. Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.

Isaiah 61:10-62:3



ELW #284 “ ‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime”

Verses 1-2
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1 Twas in the moon of win - ter-time when all the birds had fled, that
2 With-in a lodge of bro-ken bark the ten-der babe was found; a
3 The ear-liest moon of win-ter-time is not so round and fair as
4 O chil-dren of the for - est free, the an- gel-song 1is true; the
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*God the Lord of all the earth sent an - gel choirs in - stead; be -
rag - ged robe of rab - bit skin en-wrapped his beau -ty round; but
was the ring of glo - ry on the help - less in - fant there. The
ho - ly child of earth and heav’n is born to - day for you. Come,
—/Ef:LPn l : ! ' ! i =
= e o+ e ¢ ¢ o,
J —— ~——
fore their light the stars grew dim, and wan-d’ring hunt-ers heard the hymn:
as the hunt-er braves drew nigh, the an - gel song rang loud and high:
chiefs from far be-fore him knelt with gifts of fox and bea - ver pelt.
kneel be - fore the ra - diant boy, who brings you beau - ty, peace, and joy.
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Je-sus your king is born! Je - sus is born, in ex - cel-sis glo-ri - a!

* original: “mighty Gitchi Manitou”

Second Reading Galatians 4:4-7
“When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the
law, °in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption
as children. ®And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our
hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” ’So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then
also an heir, through God.

L: Word of God. Word of Life.

C: Thanks be to God.



Carol ELW 284 “ ‘“Twas in the Moon of Wintertime”
Verses 3-4 (printed above)

Gospel Luke 2:22-40
2?When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, [Joseph and
Mary] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord #*(as it is written in the
law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), ?*and they
offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves
or two young pigeons.”
2>Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous
and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him.
%It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had
seen the Lord’s Messiah. ?’Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when
the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law,
28Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying,
27“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace,
according to your word;
3%for my eyes have seen your salvation,
3lwhich you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
3?alight for revelation to the Gentiles
and for glory to your people Israel.”
33And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him.
3*Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the
falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed *°so that the
inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.”
3*There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She
was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, °’then as
awidow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped there with
fasting and prayer night and day. *®At that moment she came, and began to praise God and
to speak about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.
3When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to
Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. ““The child grew and became strong, filled with
wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him.
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon Rev. Nicholas Zook



Carol ELW #288 “Good Christian Friends Rejoice”
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I Good Chris-tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
2 Good Chris-tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
3 Good Chris-tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
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give ye heed to what we say: Je - sus Christ is born to-day;
now ye hear of end - less bliss: Je - sus Christ was born for this!

now ye need not fear the grave; Je - sus Christ was born to save!
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ox and ass be - fore him bow, and i in the man-ger now.
He has o - pened heav-en’s door, and we are blest for - ev - er - more.
Calls you one and calls you all to gainthe ev_-_er - last-ing hall.
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Christ is born to - day! Christ is born to - day!

Christ was born for  this! Christ was born for this!

Christ was born  to save! Christ was born to save!
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Nicene Creed

C: We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen

Responsive Prayer

A: Glory to God in the highest,
C: and peace to God’s people on earth.

A: Blessed are you, Prince of peace. You rule the earth with truth and justice.
C: Send your gift of peace to all nations of the world.



A: Blessed are you, Son of Mary. You share our humanity.
C: Have mercy on the sick, the dying, and all who suffer this day.

A: Blessed are you, Son of God. You dwell among us as the Word made flesh.
C: Reveal yourself to us in word and sacrament that we may bear you light to all the
world.

A: Let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, hear our prayer.

A: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
C: Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.



Carol ELW #299 “Cold December Flies Away”
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1 Cold De -cem - ber flies a - way at the rose-red splen - dor

2 In the hope -less time of sin shad-ows deep had fall - en.
3 Now the bud has come to bloom, and the world a - wak - ens.
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A - pril’s crown-ing glo - ry breaks while the whole world won - ders
All  the world lay un - der death. Eyes were closed in  sleep - ing.
In the 1Nl - y’s pur-est flowr dwells a won-drous fra - grance.
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at the ho - ly un - seen powr of the tree which bears the
But, when all seemed lost in night, came the sun whose gold - en
And it spreads to all the earth from the mo - ment of its
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flow’r. On the bless-ed tree blooms the red - dest flow’r. On the tree blooms the
light brings un-end - ing joy, brings the end-less joy of our hope, high - est
birth; and its beau-ty lives. In the flow’r it lives, in the flow’r,and it
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rose here in love’s own gar - den, full and strong in glo - ry.

hope, of our hope’s bright dawn - ing, Son be -lov’d of heav - en.
spreads in its heav’'n -ly  bright - ness sweet per - fume de - light - ful.

Benediction and Dismissal

P: Go forth in the power of the Holy Spirit!
Proclaim the gospel throughout the earth!
Serve the Lord with gladness,
with deeds of justice and mercy!

C: Amen.

A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude



