
  

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 

January 28, 2024 



2 

www.concordiafaith.org 
773-281-1225 

Concordia on Seeley 
3855 N. Seeley 

Sunday mornings: 

10:00am Worship (In-person & virtual options) 

 

Join the 10:00am livestream on Sunday mornings or view recordings of our 

past services on our YouTube channel. 

Concordia Church Chicago 

Welcome, and thank you for worshipping with us this morning.  

Holy Communion happens at every service and is open to all baptized.  

 Restrooms are located in the fellowship hall; exit the sanctuary through 
the back and follow the stairwell downstairs. 

Masks and hand sanitizer are located in the back of the sanctuary 
should you need either. 

Questions? Contact Desirae, Parish Admin, at dcontreras@concordiafaith.org 
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Prelude                                              “Prelude in e moll” by Cesar Franck                                  

 
Thanksgiving for Baptism 

P:  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

P: Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 
    we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness. 
    Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

C: Merciful God, we praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 
You have called us to yourself, enlightened us with the gifts of your Spirit, 
and nourished us in the community of faith. Uphold us in the gifts 
and  promises of baptism, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, 
and love. Amen. 

P:  God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope 
through the sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word, God delivers us 
from sin and death and raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united 
with all who have been baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed with the 
gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God’s mission for the life of the world. 

C:  We rejoice in the gift of our baptism. 
     Together we will give thanks and praise to God 
     and proclaim the good news to all the world. 

P:   May Almighty God,  
       who gives us a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit,  
       forgive us all our sins,  
       strengthen us in all goodness,  
       and keep us in eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
       Amen. 
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Opening Hymn                      ELW #314 “Arise, Your Light has Come!” 

 

P: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you.        
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Prayer of the Day 

P: Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into your radiant 
presence and continually reveal your Son as our Savior. Bring wholeness to all 
that is broken and speak truth to us in our confusion, that all creation will see 
and know your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C: Amen 

 

First Reading      Deuteronomy 18:15-20 

[Moses said:] 15The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from 
among your own people; you shall heed such a prophet. 16This is what you 
requested of the LORD your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you 
said: “If I hear the voice of the LORD my God any more, or ever again see this 
great fire, I will die.” 17Then the LORD replied to me: “They are right in what they 
have said. 18I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their own 
people; I will put my words in the mouth of the prophet, who shall speak to them 
everything that I command. 19Anyone who does not heed the words that the 
prophet shall speak in my name, I myself will hold accountable. 20But any 
prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, or who presumes to speak in my 
name a word that I have not commanded the prophet to speak—that prophet 
shall die.” 

L: Word of God. Word of Life. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 111 
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Second Reading                        1 Corinthians 3:1-4:1 
1And so, brothers and sisters, I could not speak to you as spiritual people, but 
rather as people of the flesh, as infants in Christ. 2I fed you with milk, not solid 
food, for you were not ready for solid food. Even now you are still not ready, 3for 
you are still of the flesh. For as long as there is jealousy and quarreling among 
you, are you not of the flesh, and behaving according to human inclinations? 4For 
when one says, "I belong to Paul," and another, "I belong to Apollos," are you not 
merely human? 
5What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you came to 
believe, as the Lord assigned to each. 6I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave 
the growth. 7So neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, 
but only God who gives the growth. 8The one who plants and the one who 
waters have a common purpose, and each will receive wages according to the 
labor of each. 9For we are God's servants, working together; you are God's field, 
God's building. 
10According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid a 
foundation, and someone else is building on it. Each builder must choose with 
care how to build on it. 11For no one can lay any foundation other than the one 
that has been laid; that foundation is Jesus Christ. 12Now if anyone builds on the 
foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw — 13the work of 
each builder will become visible, for the Day will disclose it, because it will be 
revealed with fire, and the fire will test what sort of work each has done. 14If 
what has been built on the foundation survives, the builder will receive a 
reward. 15If the work is burned up, the builder will suffer loss; the builder will be 
saved, but only as through fire. 
16Do you not know that you are God's temple and that God's Spirit dwells in 
you? 17If anyone destroys God's temple, God will destroy that person. For God's 
temple is holy, and you are that temple. 
18Do not deceive yourselves. If you think that you are wise in this age, you 
should become fools so that you may become wise. 19For the wisdom of this 
world is foolishness with God. For it is written, 
 "He catches the wise in their craftiness," 
 

                                 ...continued on next page 
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Second Reading continued...                        

20and again, 
 "The Lord knows the thoughts of the wise, 
 that they are futile." 
21So let no one boast about human leaders. For all things are yours, 22whether 
Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death or the present or the 
future — all belong to you, 23and you belong to Christ, and Christ belongs to God.  
4 1Think of us in this way, as servants of Christ and stewards of God's mysteries.  
L: Word of God. Word of Life. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Acclamation        “ Alleluia” 
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P: The Gospel according to St. Mark.  
C: Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

Gospel                                                                                  Mark 1:21-28 
21[Jesus and his disciples] went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he 
entered the synagogue and taught.22They were astounded at his teaching, for he 
taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes. 23Just then there 
was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, 24and he cried out, “What 
have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know 
who you are, the Holy One of God.” 25But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, 
and come out of him!” 26And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying with a 
loud voice, came out of him. 27They were all amazed, and they kept on asking 
one another, “What is this? A new teaching—with authority! He commands even 
the unclean spirits, and they obey him.” 28At once his fame began to spread 
throughout the surrounding region of Galilee. 
P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Gospel Acclamation (repeat acclamation) 

 

Sermon                      Rev. Nicholas Zook 
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Hymn of the Day               ELW #614 “There is a Balm in Gilead” 
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Apostle’s Creed 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  and born of the Virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried. 
  He descended into hell. 
  On the third day he rose again. 
  He ascended into heaven, 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Prayers of Intercession 

A: Remembering the Church, the world, and all those in need, let us offer our 
prayers to God. Lord, in your mercy,  
C:  Hear our prayer.    

A:  Blessed be God, who gave us the light of the world and who desires that all 
people should come to know Christ’s love and grace. Fill our hearts with your 
radiance and truth that we might walk as children of light. Lord, in your mercy,  
C:  Hear our prayer.    

A:  Praise to you, almighty God and Father, you proclaimed Christ your Son at his 
baptism in the waters of the Jordan. Make your church holy that we who have 
been born again by the power of the Holy Spirit may live as witnesses to your 
grace and love for all people. Lord, in your mercy,  
C:  Hear our prayer.  
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A:  Lord God, through the ministry of your Son we have received grace upon 
grace. Bring light to those who dwell in darkness, joy to those in sorrow, hope to 
those in fear and despair. We pray especially for: Bonnie, Glen, Lupe, Galen, 
Mike, Sandie, Julie, Sandy, and for those we name before you or silently in our 
hearts (pause for names] ...Lord, in your mercy,  
C:  Hear our prayer.    

A: Thanks be to God who calls us to witness to Christ’s love in our community. 
We give you thanks for the ministries of our congregation, and the blessings of 
Concordia Church and Concordia Place. Use our gifts for those you have called 
us to serve. Lord, in your mercy,  
C:  Hear our prayer. 

A: God of light and truth, whose love knows no bounds in your Son, Jesus. Bring 
us to a deeper understanding of the Gospel, help us to accept the challenge of 
Christian living, and lead us to the joy of faith in the family of your church. Lord, 
in your mercy,  
C:  Hear our prayer.    

P: All these things, and whatever else you see that we need, grant us, O Lord our 
God, through Jesus Christ, for your mercy is everlasting, and your faithfulness 
endures from age to age.    
C: Amen. 
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The Peace 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 

The Offering  

 

 

   
Offertory Anthem                   “A Mountain Psalm”
                                

 

 

You are invited to share the sign of peace with others. 

We encourage you to use this time for reflection & gratitude  

as we prepare for communion. 

Thank you for supporting our ministries with our financial gifts. 
Scan the QR code to the left to easily make a one-time gift or 
establish a recurring gift.  
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Offertory Hymn                     ELW #182 “Let the Vineyards be Fruitful” 

Offertory Prayer 

A: God of wisdom, 
C: As the magi offered gifts to the Christ child, receive the treasures of         
ourselves, our time, and our possessions.  Through this meal unite us as your 
body that we may be a light to all nations; for the sake of him who gave himself  
for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Liturgy of the Eucharistic Meal 

The Great Thanksgiving 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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C: Our Father in heaven, 
  hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come,  
  your will be done, 
  on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins  
  as we forgive those  
  who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial  
  and deliver us from evil, 
 For the kingdom, the power,  
  and the glory are yours, 
  now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Communion Invitation 

We invite all who are baptized in Christ to come forward for communion. All 
are welcome at the Lord’s table. Parents of young children are asked to let the 
pastor know if they want their child to receive communion or a blessing. 

Communion is served by continuous table around the altar, and you are asked 
to take a place as openings appear.  
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Communion Hymn     “Lamb of God” 

 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 
his grace. 
C: Amen. 

 

Post Communion Prayer 
P: God of glory, in this sacrament you unite us in the body of your Son. May we 
who have been guests at this table grow in love for one another, that through us 
your light may shine in all the world, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
C: Amen. 
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Closing Hymn                                     ELW #614 “Healer of our Every Ill” 
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Announcements 

Benediction 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine upon you 
and be gracious unto you. The Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give 
you peace. In the name of the Father, and of the Son (+), and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

Dismissal 

A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

       

Postlude                         “Vorspiel in d moll” by JS Bach                                                 

 

 

Mardi Gras Potluck 

Indulge before lent begins with a special Mardi Gras themed potluck following 
worship on Sunday, February 11th! Bring a dish to share with everyone—
perhaps something gluttonous that you are giving up for Lent?!—and enjoy a 
special fellowship time together.  

We’ll have a special craft for the kiddos in attendance.  

Adults—we have something special planned for you too! Take part in the bake-
off by baking a batch of your favorite or most famous cookies. We’ll all be the 
judges for which cookie is best.  

Sign up for the potluck on Realm by finding the link at concordiafaith.org/lent 
OR you can sign up on the sheet in the back of the sanctuary.  

A reminder that this is the same day as our Second Sundays concert, so eat your 
fill at the potluck, and then stay after for some wonderful music in honor of 
Black History Month.  
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Important Dates to note: 

 January 28th: Executive team meeting following worship  

 February 11th: Second Sundays concert at 12pm (FREE for all!) 

 February 14th: Ash Wednesday service at 7pm 

 February 28th: Council meeting following worship 

 

 

Cookbooks available for purchase! 

If you did not purchase a Concordia Church 125th anniversary cookbook, there 
are still some cookbooks available! Cookbooks are $20 apiece. If you would like 
one, please connect with Desirae (dcontreras@concordiafaith.org) or 772-281-
1225.  

 

 

Support the ministries of Concordia Church through your offerings. There are 

multiple ways for you to give: 

1) Mobile: Text ‘Concordia’ to 73256 and follow the link or scan the QR code 
here 

2) Online: Visit www.onrealm.org/concordiafaith/give  

3) Via cash or check left in the offering plate or  
mailed to the church at:  

 3855 N Seeley Ave 
 Chicago, IL 60618 
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5 Week Lenten Book Study 
February 18th – March 17th  

Sundays 9:00-9:45 AM 
with Zoom Option 

 

We will host a 5 week Lenten Book discussion of  “Morality: Restoring the 
Common Good in Divided Times” by Rabbi Jonathan Sacks.  We live in a 
changing climate of polarizing politics and opposing value systems. Rabbi Sacks 
examines the underlying roots of divisiveness in our global culture and its impact 
on the loss of a shared perspective of the common good.  The impact of social 
media, wealth and personal over communal goals erodes relationships of mutual 
care and respect.  Looking to a pathway toward the common good, Rabbi Sacks 
focuses on rediscovering our most important aspects of our human identity. 

 

Our 5 week study will take up a chapter a week: 

 

February 18th   The Solitary Self 

February 25th   Consequences: The Market & The State 

March 3rd          Can We Still Reason Together? 

March 10th        Being Human 

March 17th       The Way Forward 

 

We will meet in the church office Sundays in Lent starting at 9 AM.  For those 
who want to join via Zoom, a link will be available.  A copy of the book can be 
purchased on Amazon for $14.33.  Please let Pastor Zook know if you would like 
the Zoom link.  
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Copyright Information:  
Below is a list of all the songs that we are using in today’s liturgy with their copy right 
information located with them.    

Opening Hymn                                                ELW #314 “Arise, Your Light has Come!” 

 

 

Hymn of Praise                  Setting 3 

 

Gospel Acclamation                  “Alleluia”  Setting 3 

 

Hymn of the Day                                                ELW #614 “There is a Balm in Gilead” 
 
  

 

Offertory Hymn               ELW #182 “Let the Vineyards be Fruitful” 
 

 

Communion Hymn           “Lamb of God” Setting 3 
 
 
Closing Hymn                                      ELW #612 “Healer of our Every Ill” 

 

              

Notes on the Liturgy: 

1. All liturgical music is from ELW, Setting 4 

2. The Liturgy is printed from The Evangelical Lutheran Worship and is used with permission. 

3. The offertory prayer, introduction to the prayers and conclusion are taken from Sundays and Seasons, Augsburg 
Fortress, 2019, and used with permission: license number 23952. 

4. Liturgy Hymns & Text are used by permission, of OneLicense: license number A-704728, Christian Copyright 
Licensing International (CCLI): license number 2760294, and Augsburg Fortress license number 23952. 
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Rev. Nicholas Zook, Pastor  
nzook@concordiafaith.org 
773-281-1225 

 

Jennifer Phillips, Director of Mission Development  
jphillips@concordiafaith.org 
773-463-1600 ex. 402 
 

 
 

Desirae Contreras, Parish Administrator  
dcontreras@concordiafaith.org 
773-281-1225 

 

Marisa Buchheit, Music Director  
mbuchheit@concordiafaith.org 

 

 
 
Paul Dykstra, Organist & Choir Director 
pdykstra@concordiafaith.org 

 

 
 
 
 

Matt Flanagan, Audio/Visual Engineer 
mflanagan@concordiafaith.org 
 
 

 

 

 

David Nakazono, Audio/Visual Engineer 
nakazonomusic@gmail.com 

Church Staff Contact Information 


