
  

Concordia Church 

September 17, 2023—Holy Cross Sunday 
September 24, 2023—St. Michael & All Angels 
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www.concordiafaith.org 
773-281-1225 

Concordia on Seeley 
3855 N. Seeley 

Sunday mornings: 

10:00am Worship (In-person & virtual options) 

 

Join the 10:00am livestream on Sunday mornings or view recordings of our 

past services on our YouTube channel. 

Concordia Church Chicago 

Welcome, and thank you for worshipping with us this morning.  

Holy Communion happens at every service and is open to all baptized.  

 The restroom is located in the gym; exit the sanctuary through the left 
door behind the altar and follow the hallway down the stairs.  

Questions? Contact Desirae, Parish Admin, at dcontreras@concordiafaith.org 
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Fall Worship Schedule & Upcoming Events 
Worship on Sundays is at 10:00am  

9/17     Homecoming & Holy Cross Sunday: Come home to Concordia.  A full Sunday of 
worship and fellowship including the Blessing of Crosses, a pot-luck after worship.  
Bring your cross from home for a Blessing of Crosses.  A Concert Performance begins at 
noon in the sanctuary 

9/24 St. Michael & All Angels  (Wear White to commemorate the Angels of     
Heaven). We join our songs of praise with the heavenly hosts in a service that celebrates 

in hymns the heavenly witnesses the Bible calls “angels” 

 Council Meeting in the Gym  

10/2     St. Francis & Pet Blessing (Bring your pet to church) 
St. Francis is the patron saint of pets, and we will recall the special way he lived and 
witnessed to God’s love for all creation.  People with pets will be invited to bring them 
up at the end of the service for a hands on blessing. 

Spiritual Practice after Worship in the Gym 

10/8    Second Sunday concert and Fellowship Hour 

10/15  St. Luke & Healing Service (Anointing for Healing in our worship this       
              Sunday) 
 St. Luke is the evangelist who most shared the stories of Jesus’ healing ministry.  
We remember the gifts of healing promised to us in our relationship to God in Christ, 
and offer anointing for healing to all who desire it during our worship service. 

Adult Study after Worship in the Gym 

10/21  125th Anniversary & Organ Re-Dedication at 3 PM  (Saturday)  

 A special service and concert celebration of the church’s 125th anniversary 
featuring organ recital pieces by three of our organists, guest preacher Rev. Stephen 
Bouman, members, alumni and friends gathering for a celebration reception following 
the service. 

...and more to come!  

 

This worship bulletin includes all texts & hymns for the September 17th 
and 24th. The worship service begins on page 4. The Prayers of the Day 
Readings, and Hymns for each Sunday can be found in the index in the 

back, beginning on page 16.  
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Prelude     

Welcome          
  

Opening Hymn                             Printed in back of bulletin  
 
Greeting 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 

  
Hymn of Praise                                                             “This is the Feast” 
     

                                                                                                          ...continued on next page 
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Hymn of Praise continued                                           “This is the Feast” 
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Prayer of the Day                        [printed in back of bulletin] 
P: Let us pray . . . .  
C: Amen. 

 

First Reading                         [printed in back of bulletin] 

 
Psalm                      Chanted by Choir 

 

Second Reading                   [printed in back of bulletin] 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation                           “Alleluia” 
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P: The Holy Gospel according to …. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Gospel                         [printed in back of bulletin]                                                                 
P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ.  

 
Gospel Acclamation (Repeat) 
 

Sermon                         Rev. Nicholas Zook 

   
Hymn of the Day                      [printed in back of bulletin] 
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Apostle’s Creed 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
     creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
      and born of the Virgin Mary. 
  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
      was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended into hell. 
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
      and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
      the holy catholic church, 
      the communion of saints, 
      the forgiveness of sins, 
      the resurrection of the body, 
      and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers      

A:  God our Father blesses us daily with gifts that renew our lives.  Trusting in 
God’s goodness, we remember and pray for the world, the Church, and all those 
in need. Let us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
A: Holy God, we pray for our world. Bring an end to all war, violence,       
injustice and suffering, that we may all know the peace and joy of Christ’s rule 
that your coming kingdom will bring. Let us pray to the Lord, 
C:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
A:  Holy God, we pray for your Church everywhere throughout the world. You 
gather people from every nation and place them into communities of faith.  
Make every faith community a place where your people live out their calling to 
witness to your saving grace through Christ our Lord. Let us pray to the Lord, 
C:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
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A:  Holy God, we pray for Concordia’s ministries. As Christ’s presence in our 
community, you call us to love and serve our neighbors. Bless the ministries of 
Concordia Church and Concordia Place and bless the members, staff, and 
leaders who work in our ministries to share your love with all we serve. Let us 
pray to the Lord, 
C:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

A:  Holy God, we pray for all who suffer.  Your grace and healing presence is 
never far from any who call upon you. Bring healing to all who suffer in mind, 
body, or spirit, and comfort those who seek your presence, especially those we 
name before you now and silently in our hearts (read names and pause for 
moment of silence); Let us pray to the Lord… 
C:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

A:  Holy God, we give you thanks.  You have blessed us abundantly with gifts to 
serve you and one another. Open our eyes to see your blessings in our lives, and 
open our hearts to share them, that all may be blessed with your redeeming 
presence in their lives.  Let us pray to the Lord, 
C:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

P:  Receive our prayers, bless our hopes, and fill us with your grace, peace, and 
love. 
C:  Amen. 

 

Offertory Anthem       

 

The Offering 

Thank you for supporting our ministries with our financial gifts. 

Scan the QR code to the left to easily make a one-time gift or 

establish a recurring gift.  
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Offertory Hymn    WOV #760 “For the Fruit of All Creation” (v1) 
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Offertory Prayer 

A: Bless the Lord God for all his goodness. 
C: Blessed be God forever. Your blessings fill our lives. In thanksgiving, we offer 
these gifts and ourselves to your service, for the sake of him who gave himself 
for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

P: Bless the Lord God for this gift of bread. It will become for us the bread of life.  
C: Blessed be God forever.  

P: Bless the Lord God for this cup of wine. It will become for us the cup of 
salvation.  
C: Blessed be God forever.  

 

Liturgy of the Eucharistic Meal 
The Great Thanksgiving 
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Preface 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should and at all times……….. 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn. 

 

Sanctus 

P: Blessed are you, O Lord our God. 
    Your abundant grace fills our lives with blessings. 
    All of heaven and earth sing of your glory. 
    In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,  
    Who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,  
    Who preached good news to the poor, 
    And who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
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P: By our baptism, you have united us into one body in Christ. 
     You have set us free from bondage to sin and 
     redeemed our lives from the grave 

so that as Christ was raised from the dead  
we too might walk in newness of life. 
  
 On the night in which he gave himself up for us 
 he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread, and said: 
 “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. 
 Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 When the supper was over he took the cup, 
 gave thanks to you, and said: 
 “Drink from this, all of you; 
 this is my blood of the new covenant, 
 poured out for you and for many 
 for the forgiveness of sins. 
 Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
We give you thanks and praise for  
your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, 
 as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 
 

C: Christ has died. 
     Christ has risen. 
     Christ will come again. 
 
P:  Send your Holy Spirit on us, gathered here, 
      and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
      Make them be for us the body and blood of your Son. 
      By your Spirit make us one with Christ, 
      one with each other, 
     And one in witness to all the world, 
      until Christ comes in final victory 
      and gathers us all into your everlasting kingdom. 
      May your saving acts be proclaimed  
      and your name forever be praised, Almighty Father.  
      We ask this through your Son, Jesus Christ, 
      with your Holy Spirit in your holy church throughout the world. 
C: Amen.  Your Kingdom come. 
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C: Our Father in heaven, 
  hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, 
  your will be done, 
  on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins  
  as we forgive those  
  who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial  
  and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power,  
  and the glory are yours, 
  now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Communion Invitation 

Communion                 “Let Us Break Bread Together”
             

Post Communion Blessing 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 
his grace. 
C: Amen. 

We invite all who are baptized in Christ to come forward for communion. All 
are welcome at the Lord’s table. Parents of young children are asked to let the 
pastor know if they want their child to receive communion or a blessing. 

Communion is served by continuous table around the altar, and you are asked 
to take a place as openings appear.  
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Post Communion Prayer 
A: Holy and gracious God, you have blessed us at this holy meal and united us in 
the fellowship of our savior, Jesus Christ.  Your generous blessings renew us to 
go forth to serve as your faithful people until your kingdom comes and your rule 
is established throughout the whole world. 
C: Amen. Come Lord Jesus, Come. 

 
Closing Hymn                       [printed in back of bulletin] 

 
Announcements 
   
Benediction 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you 
     The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
     The Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. 
      In the name of the Father, and the Son (+), and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
Dismissal 
A:  Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
Postlude 

 
 

 
~ Please return this bulletin at the end of the service ~ 
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Prayers of the Day, Readings, & Hymns 
(listed in that order; organized by week) 

September 17, 2023—Holy Cross Sunday 

Prayer of the Day: 
O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. 
Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may 
delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 
First Reading               Numbers 21:4b-9 
[From Mount Horeb the Israelites set out,] but the people became impatient on 
the way. Then the Lord sent poisonous serpents among the people, and they bit 
the people, so that many Israelites died. The people came to Moses and said, 
“We have sinned by speaking against the Lord and against you; pray to 
the Lord to take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the             
people. And the Lord said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a 
pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.” So Moses made a      
serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, 
that person would look at the serpent of bronze and live.  

L: Word of God. Word of Life. 
C: Thanks be to God.  
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Second Reading         1 Corinthians 1:18-24 
The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us 
who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written, “I will destroy the 
wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” Where 
is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? 
Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of 
God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the 
foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. For Jews demand 
signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling 
block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both 
Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.  

L: Word of God. Word of Life. 
C: Thanks be to God.   
 
 
Gospel                                        John 3:13-17 
[Jesus said:] No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended 
from heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the    
wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him 
may have eternal life. “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so 
that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in  
order that the world might be saved through him.”  

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ.  
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Opening Hymn       ELW #414 “Holy God, We Praise Your Name” 
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Hymn of the Day       ELW #359 “Where Charity and Love Prevail” 
                                 verses 1, 2, 5 
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Closing Hymn                            ELW #660 “Lift High the Cross” 
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September 24, 2023—St. Michael & All Angels 

Prayer of the Day 
Everlasting God, you have wonderfully established the ministries of angels and 
mortals. Mercifully grant that as Michael and the angels contend against the 
cosmic forces of evil, so by your direction they may help and defend us here on 
earth, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God whom we worship and praise with angels and 
archangels and all the company of heaven, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 
First Reading                                 Daniel 10:10-14, 12:1-3 
10A hand touched me and roused me to my hands and knees. 11He said to me, 
“Daniel, greatly beloved, pay attention to the words that I am going to speak to 
you. Stand on your feet, for I have now been sent to you.” So while he was 
speaking this word to me, I stood up trembling. 12He said to me, “Do not fear, 
Daniel, for from the first day that you set your mind to gain understanding and 
to humble yourself before your God, your words have been heard, and I have 
come because of your words. 13But the prince of the kingdom of Persia opposed 
me twenty-one days. So Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, and 
I left him there with the prince of the kingdom of Persia, 14and have come to 
help you understand what is to happen to your people at the end of days. For 
there is a further vision for those days. 
 12:1“At that time Michael, the great prince, the protector of your people, shall 
arise. There shall be a time of anguish, such as has never occurred since nations 
first came into existence. But at that time your people shall be delivered, 
everyone who is found written in the book. 2Many of those who sleep in the 
dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and 
everlasting contempt. 3Those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the 
sky, and those who lead many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever.” 

L: Word of God. Word of Life.  
C: Thanks be to God.  
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Second Reading                Revelation 12:7-12 
7War broke out in heaven; Michael and his angels fought against the dragon. The 
dragon and his angels fought back, 8but they were defeated, and there was no 
longer any place for them in heaven. 9The great dragon was thrown down, that 
ancient serpent, who is called the Devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole 
world—he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with 
him. 
 10Then I heard a loud voice in heaven, proclaiming,  
 “Now have come the salvation and the power 
  and the kingdom of our God 
  and the authority of his Messiah, 
 for the accuser of our comrades has been thrown down, 
  who accuses them day and night before our God. 
 11But they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb 
  and by the word of their testimony, 
 for they did not cling to life even in the face of death. 
 12Rejoice then, you heavens 
  and those who dwell in them! 
 But woe to the earth and the sea, 
  for the devil has come down to you 
 with great wrath, 
  because he knows that his time is short!” 

L: Word of God. Word of Life.  
C: Thanks be to God.  
 

Gospel                              Luke 10:17-20 
17The seventy returned with joy, saying, “Lord, in your name even the demons 
submit to us!” 18He said to them, “I watched Satan fall from heaven like a flash of 
lightning. 19See, I have given you authority to tread on snakes and scorpions, and 
over all the power of the enemy; and nothing will hurt you. 20Nevertheless, do 
not rejoice at this, that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are 
written in heaven.” 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Opening Hymn            ELW #836 “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” 
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Hymn of the Day                                  ELW #854 “Blessing and Honor” 
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Closing Hymn                 ELW #424 “Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones” 
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Announcements 

 

Second Sundays 
Concordia Concerts 

The first ‘Second Sunday’ concert is Sunday, September 17th at 12pm. Join us to 
hear two CSO musicians, John Bruce Yeh, clarinet, and Patrick Godon, piano, 
right here in the Concordia Church sanctuary!  

 

Join us again next month on Sunday, October 8th at 12pm for a fun bossa-nova 
duo, Livia Gazzalo, jazz vocalist, and Reynaldo Certain, guitar—again, here at 
Concordia on Seeley.  

Please RSVP by Sunday, September 17th!  

Scan the QR code to RSVP online. 

You can also email your RSVP to Desirae 
at dcontreras@concordiafaith.org OR call  
the church office at 773-281-1225. 

Free childcare provided; please note your desire for this in your registration.  
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Beginning in October, we’ll start a weekly rotation of various activities following 
worship on Sunday mornings. The rotation will be as such:  

1st Sunday of the month: Spiritual practice with Jen 
2nd Sunday of the month: Second Sunday concert with Fellowship Hour 
3rd Sunday of the month: Adult Study with Pastor 

 

Support Concordia Church’s partnership with the Common Pantry and Swedish 
Hospital through your donations of food or toiletry items or a monetary gift to 
this worthy cause. All donations will help sustain a “Take What you Need” food 
pantry in the lobby of Swedish Covenant Hospital for patients upon their 
discharge. Bring item donations to the church at any time. Text ‘Concordia’ to 
73256 and choose the ‘Social Impact’ fund to give electronically.  

 

Support the ministries of Concordia Church through your offerings. There are 
multiple ways for you to give: 

1) Mobile: Text ‘Concordia’ to 73256 and follow the link or scan the QR code 
here 

2) Online: Visit www.onrealm.org/concordiafaith/give  

3) Via cash or check left in the offering plate or  
mailed to the church at:  

 3855 N Seeley Ave 
 Chicago, IL 60618 

 

Notes on the Liturgy: 

1. All liturgical music is from ELW, Setting 3. 

2. The Liturgy is printed from The Evangelical Lutheran Worship and is used with permission. 

3. The offertory prayer, introduction to the prayers and conclusion are taken from Sundays and Seasons, Augsburg 

Fortress, 2019, and used with permission: license number 23952. 

4. Liturgy Hymns & Text are used by permission, of OneLicense: license number A-704728, Christian Copyright 

Licensing International (CCLI): license number 2760294, and Augsburg Fortress license number 23952. 
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Copyright Information:  
Below is a list of all the songs that we are using in today’s liturgy with their copy right 

information located with them.    

Offertory Hymn              WOV #760 “For the Fruit of All Creation” 

 

 

Sunday, September 17, 2023 

Opening Hymn                                        ELW #414 “Holy God, We Praise Your Name”  

    

 
Hymn of the Day         ELW #359 “Where Charity and Love Prevail” 

 

 

Closing Hymn                                         ELW #660 “Lift High the Cross”   

 

 

Sunday, September 24, 2023 

Opening Hymn                                             ELW #836 “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”  

    

 
Hymn of the Day                             ELW #854 “Blessing and Honor” 

 

 

Closing Hymn                      ELW #424 “Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones”  
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Rev. Nicholas Zook, Pastor  
nzook@concordiafaith.org 
773-281-1225 

 

Jennifer Phillips, Director of Mission Development  
jphillips@concordiafaith.org 
773-463-1600 ex. 402 
 

 
 

Desirae Diehl, Parish Administrator  
dcontreras@concordiafaith.org 
773-281-1225 

 

Marisa Buchheit, Music Director  
mbuchheit@concordiafaith.org 

 

 
 
Paul Dykstra, Organist & Choir Director 
pdykstra@concordiafaith.org 

 

 
 
 
 

Matt Flanagan, Audio/Visual Engineer 
mflanagan@concordiafaith.org 
 
 

 

 

 

David Nakazono, Audio/Visual Engineer 
nakazonomusic@gmail.com 

Church Staff Contact Information 


