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Love God. Love Your Neighbor.
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Sunday mornings:

10:00am Worship (In-person & virtual options)

Join the 10:00am livestream on Sunday mornings or view recordings of our
past services on our YouTube channel.

) YouTuhe Concordia Church Chicago

Welcome, and thank you for worshipping with us this morning.

Holy Communion happens at every service and is open to all baptized.
Restrooms are located downstairs.

Concordia Church continues to follow Chicago Department of Health
and CDC guidelines to ensure appropriate protocols are in place for the
health and safety of our worshippers, leaders, and staff. Please visit
www.concordiafaith.org for the latest updates.

Questions? Contact Desirae, Parish Admin, at dcontreras@concordiafaith.org
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Prelude “Reflection” by Robert J Powell
Renewal of Baptism

P: Blessed be our God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
The fountain of living water,
The rock who gave us birth,
Our light and our salvation.
C: Amen

P: Jesus said, | am the light of the world.
Whoever follows me will have the light of life.

P: Joined to Christ in the waters of Baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy
and forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

P: Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and mighty, you are the river of life.

C: We praise you for the gift of our baptism and for uniting us with Christ in his
death and in his resurrection. Send your Spirit upon us that we may live as your
people and walk in newness of life.

P: When you were baptized, you were marked with the cross of Christ forever.
Remember your baptism with thanksgiving and joy.

P: Let your light so shine before others that they see your good works and
glorify your Father in heaven.
C: Amen.

“Lent almost always comes at the same time as the spring training season for
baseball players. Lent is the spring training period of the Christian. It is the time we
get into condition spiritually. Through spiritual exercise and diligent practice we get
our lives into shape. It is a short intensive training season for the improvement of the
body and soul. Only those who get into condition spiritually are in shape to play a
winning game of life.”

-Historical quote from March 6, 1955
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.
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Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

P: Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your
gracious life and death for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and
anoint us with your Spirit, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

First Reading 1 Samuel 16:1-13

"The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? | have rejected
him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; | will send you
to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for | have provided for myself a king among his sons.”
“Samuel said, “How can | go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the LORD
said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘| have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’
*Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and | will show you what you shall do; and you shall
anoint for me the one whom | name to you.” “Samuel did what the LORD
commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him
trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” “He said, “Peaceably; | have
come to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the
sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.

“When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD's
anointed is now before the LORD.” But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on
his appearance or on the height of his stature, because | have rejected him; for
the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but
the LORD looks on the heart.” “Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass
before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.”

....continued on next page



First Reading continued..

“Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen
this one.” '°Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to
Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen any of these.” *'Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all
your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping
the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit
down until he comes here.” *“He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy,
and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The LORD said, “Rise and anoint him;
for this is the one.” “Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the
presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David
from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah.

L: Word of God. Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm Taize #12 “ Wait for the Lord’
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Second Reading Ephesians 5:8-14

®Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of
light—"for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true.
"“Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. ' Take no part in the unfruitful
works of darkness, but instead expose them. *“For it is shameful even to mention
what such people do secretly; “but everything exposed by the light becomes
visible, ““for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says,

“Sleeper, awake!

Rise from the dead,

and Christ will shine on you.”
L: Word of God. Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation Setting 3
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P: The Gospel according to St. John.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel John 9:1-41
'As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. “His disciples asked him,
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” “Jesus
answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that
God'’s works might be revealed in him. “We must work the works of him who
sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. “As long as | am
in the world, | am the light of the world.” “When he had said this, he spat on the
ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes,
’saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he
went and washed and came back able to see. “The neighbors and those who had
seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit
and beg?” “Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is
someone like him.” He kept saying, “l am the man.” *°But they kept asking him,
“Then how were your eyes opened?” *'He answered, “The man called Jesus
made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then |
went and washed and received my sight.” *“They said to him, “Where is he?” He
said, “l do not know.”

““They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. *“Now
it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. *“Then the
Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them,
“He put mud on my eyes. Then | washed, and now | see.” **Some of the
Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.”
But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they
were divided. '’So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about
him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.”

"“The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until
they called the parents of the man who had received his sight *“and asked them,
“Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?’
““His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he was born
blind; “*but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who
opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” “’His parents
said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed
that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the
synagogue. ““Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”

...continued on next page
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“So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they
said to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” “’He
answered, “l do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing | do know, that
though | was blind, now | see.” ““They said to him, “What did he do to you? How
did he open your eyes?” ’He answered them, “I have told you already, and you
would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become
his disciples?” “*Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are
disciples of Moses. “’We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this
man, we do not know where he comes from.” *°The man answered, “Here is an
astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened
my eyes. **We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to
one who worships him and obeys his will. *’Never since the world began has it
been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. *If this man
were not from God, he could do nothing.” **They answered him, “You were born
entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out.

*Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said,
“Do you believe in the Son of Man?” *°He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me,
so that | may believe in him.” *’Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the
one speaking with you is he.” **He said, “Lord, | believe.” And he worshiped him.
* Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not see
may see, and those who do see may become blind.” “’Some of the Pharisees near
him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” **Jesus said to
them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’
your sin remains.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Gospel Acclamation (repeat acclamation)

Sermon Rev. Nicholas Zook



Hymn of the Day

ELW #779 “Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound’
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Apostle’s Creed

C: | believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Thanksgiving
A: Called to the renewal of our faith in Lent, let us offer our prayers to God.

A: In the waters of baptism, you join us to the life and resurrection of Jesus
Christ. For the gift of forgiveness, we praise you.
C: Hear us, O God.

A: You send us your Holy Spirit to guide us and teach us. For all the gifts of the
Spirit, we thank you.
C: Hear us, O God.

A: You nourish us with your word and welcome us to your table. For all the ways
you care for us, we praise you.
C: Hear us, O God.
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A: You call us to tell others about Jesus. For willingness to show Jesus by what
we say and do, we pray to you.
C: Hear us, O God.

A: You send us to help other people and to work for what is right. For courage
to be the body of Christ, we pray to you.
C: Hear us, O God.

A: You send your spirit of healing and strength to all who call upon you. For
those who seek your healing presence, especially Gary, Glen, Lupe, Galen, Mike,
Harry, Dennis, Sandie, Gianna, Bob, Luis, Lance, and those we hold in our thoughts,
we pray to you.

C: Hear us, O God.

P: All these things, and whatever else you see that we need, grant us, O Lord our
God, through Jesus Christ, for your mercy is everlasting, and your faithfulness
endures from age to age.

C: Amen.

The Peace

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

You are invited to share the sign of peace with others.

The Offering

See page 20 for ways to support our ministries

125th Anniversary Activities & Plans Temple Talk
by 125th Anniversary Planning Team

12



Offertory Hymn W&P #35 “Create in Me a Clean Heart’
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Offertory Prayer

A: God our provider,

C: you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace and life. Bless
us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Liturgy of the Eucharistic Meal

The Great Thanksgiving
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: ltis right to give our thanks and praise.

Preface

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all

places give thanks and praise.....we praise your name and join their unending
hymn.
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P: You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.
You are most holy,
and great is the majesty of your glory.

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish
but have eternal life.

We give you thanks for his coming into the world
to fulfill for us your holy will
and to accomplish all things for our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
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Christ has died. Christ is ris - en. Christ will come a - gain.
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P: Remembering, therefore, his salutary command,
his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension,
and the promise of his coming again,
we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty,
not as we ought but as we are able;
we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants,

...continued on next page
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and these your own gifts of bread and wine,

so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ
may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace,

and, receiving the forgiveness of sin,

may be formed to live as your holy people

and be given our inheritance with all your saints.

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever.
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A - men, a - men, a - men.

The Lord’s Prayer

C: Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil,

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Communion Invitation

We invite all who are baptized in Christ to come forward for communion. All
are welcome at the Lord's table. Parents of young children are asked to let the
pastor know if they want their child to receive communion or a blessing.

Communion is served by continuous table around the altar, and you are asked
to take a place as openings appear.
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Communion Hymn "Lamb of God”
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Communion Anthem “Sanctify’

Post Communion Blessing

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace.
C: Amen.

Post-Communion Prayer

A: Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in
our Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a making
of peace; and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.
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Closing Hymn ELW #326 “Bless Now, O God, the Journey”
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Dismissal

P: Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage;
hold fast to that which is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the
fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people; love and
serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.

C: Thanks be to God.

A: Go in peace. Remember your baptism.
C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude “Finale” (Allegretto) by Robert J Powell

Today’s Worship Leaders

Pastor: Rev. Nicholas Zook Usher: Bob Chandler
Deacon: Jennifer Phillips & Organist: Paul Dykstra

e Femelies Song leaders: Brianna Murray &
Lectors: Wilma Stevens Benjamin Burney

¢

Q

“Have you insured your soul? God offers you the best policy in the universe, a fully
paid up policy (paid by Christ) without money and without price. Can you beat that?
All you need is the faith to take it, and even that faith is not your own, it is the gift of

God, too.”
-Historical quote from July 1927
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Announcements

Easter Lilies for Order

Help decorate the sanctuary for Easter Sunday by purchasing an Easter lily!
Lilies are $30 each, payable by cash or check. If you wish, your lily can be
purchased in honor or memory of someone. Order forms are available in the
back of the sanctuary. Deadline to order is Sunday, April 2nd.

**Easter lilies are often in high demand. We regret if we are unable to fulfill all
orders based on the number of lilies available at time of purchase. We will
prioritize based on when orders are submitted.

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Stewardship Temple Talks

As we prepare for the kick-off of our 2023 stewardship campaign, we are
hosting temple talks during worship on Sundays. The purpose of these temple
talks will be to both provide educational information about various ministries
and other aspects of our church, along with sharing ways that you can get
involved with these ministries of the church.

March 19th (TODAY!)—125th Anniversary Activities & Plans
March 26th—Health & Wellness Committee

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Support the ministries of Concordia Church through your offerings. There are
multiple ways for you to give:

1) Mobile: Text ‘Concordia’ to 73256 and follow the link or scan the QR code
here

2) Online: Visit www.onrealm.org/concordiafaith/give

3) Via cash or check left in the offering plate or
mailed to the church at:

3855 N Seeley Ave
Chicago, IL 60618
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invites all types of smarty-pants to our FUNdraiser. Q’Q

Friday, March 31
7pm @ 3835 N. Seeley Gym

$15/Person OR $100/Team of 8

Individual Players will be matched up to form teams

Pre-registration required by March 29th
concordiafaith.org/trivia

BYOB—Light snacks provided or bring your own

All proceeds benefit the Common Pantry &
‘The Cupboard’ Food Pantry at Swedish Covenant Hospital

Want to join in the fun and support another way?
Our 50/50 raffle is live!

$5 for 5 tickets $10 for 15 tickets

Best value! $25 for 50 tickets

Register for Trivia and buy raffle tickets at concordiafaith.org/trivia

Questions? Contact Desirae at dcontreras@concordiafaith.org

A Concordia family of ministries serving people and communities

concordiaministries.org | concordiafaith.org




church

Holy Weele & Caster -"rd

3855 N Seeley, Chicago, IL 60618

3NN L\

Palm Sunday Good Friday Easter

Palm Sunday — April 2nd at 10:00am

Join us in the Procession of Palms and hear the
story of Christ's Passion

Good Friday—April 7th at 7:00pm

Reflections on the 7 last words of Christ on the cross

Easter Sunday—April 9th
Continental Breakfast at 8:00—9:15am | Concert at 9:30am
Worship at 10:00am | Easter Egg Hunt following worship
Joyfully celebrate with us the Resurrection of our Lord!

All services available in-person and via livestream
Worship details at www.concordiafaith.org/worship

‘b concordia A Concordia family of ministries serving people and communities
@ church

b )

concordiaministries.org concordiafaith.org
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Copyright Information:

Below is a list of all the songs that we are using in today’s liturgy with their copy right
information located with them.

Ryrie Setting 3
Gospel Acclamation Setting 3
Hymn of the Day ELW #779°Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound”

Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt., sts. 1-4; anonymous, st. 5
Music: NEW BRITAIN, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835; arr. Edwin O. Excell, 1851-1921, alt.

Offertory Hymn W&P #35 “Create in Me a Clean Heart’

I"“ and music: Mary Rice Hopkins
X1 and tmuaic © 1989 Big Steps 4 U, adimin. Music Services/Maranatha! Music, sdmin. The Copyright Company

Sanctus Setting 3
Communion Hymn “Lamb of God' (Setting 3)
Closing Hymn ELW #326 “Bless Now, O God, the Journey’

Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993

Music: LLANGLOFFAN, Welsh tune, 19th cent.

Text © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Notes on the Liturgy:

1. All liturgical music is from ELW, Setting 4

2. The Liturgy is printed from The Evangelical Lutheran Worship and is used with permission.

3. The offertory prayer, introduction to the prayers and conclusion are taken from Sundays and Seasons, Augsburg
Fortress, 2023, and used with permission: license number 23952.

4, Liturgy Hymns & Text are used by permission, of OneLicense: license number A-704728, Christian Copyright
Licensing International (CCLI): license number 2760294, and Augsburg Fortress license number 23952.
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Church Staff Contact Information

Rev. Nicholas Zook, Pastor
nzook@concordiafaith.org
773-281-1225

Jennifer Phillips, Director of Mission Development
jphillips@concordiafaith.org
773-463-1600 ex. 402

Desirae Contreras, Parish Administrator
dcontreras@concordiafaith.org
773-281-1225

Marisa Buchheit, Music Director
mbuchheit@concordiafaith.org

Paul Dykstra, Organist & Choir Director
pdykstra@concordiafaith.org

Matt Flanagan, Audio/Visual Engineer
mflanagan@concordiafaith.org

David Nakazono, Audio/Visual Engineer
nakazonomusic@gmail.com
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