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www.concordiafaith.org 
773-281-1225 

Concordia on Seeley 
3855 N. Seeley 

Sunday mornings: 

10:00am Festive Worship (In-person & virtual options) 

 

Join the 10:00am livestream on Sunday mornings or view recordings of our 

past services on our YouTube channel. 

Concordia Church Chicago 

Welcome, and thank you for worshipping with us this morning.  

Holy Communion happens at every service and is open to all baptized.  

 The restroom is located in the gym; exit the sanctuary through the left 
door behind the altar and follow the hallway down the stairs.  

Concordia Church continues to follow Chicago Department of Health 
and CDC guidelines to ensure appropriate protocols are in place for the 

health and safety of our worshippers, leaders, and staff. Please visit 
www.concordiafaith.org for the latest updates.   

Questions? Contact Desirae, Parish Admin, at dcontreras@concordiafaith.org 
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Prelude 

 

Blessing of the Nativity Scene 

O Lord our God, with Mary and Joseph, angels and shepherds, and the animals in 
the stable, we gather around your Son, born for us. Bless us with your holy pres-
ence, and inspire us to help those who have no place to dwell. Be with us that 
we might share Christ’s love with all the world, for he is our light and salvation. 
Glory in heaven and peace on earth, now and forever.  

Amen.  
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Opening Hymn              ELW #269 “Once in Royal David’s City”  
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Dialog 

A: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.  
C: The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.  

 

A: Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness, on them light has shined.  
C: We have beheld Christ’s glory, glory as of the only Son from the father.  

 

A: To us a child is born, to us a son is given.  
C: In him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 

 

Opening Prayer 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 

 

P: Let us pray. 
C: Almighty God, you have filled us with the new light of the Word who 
became flesh and lived among us. Let the light of our faith shine in all we do; 
through you Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

 

First Reading              Numbers 6:22-27 
22The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 23Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, Thus 
you shall bless the Israelites: You shall say to them, 
 24The LORD bless you and keep you; 
 25the LORD make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you; 
 26the LORD lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace. 
  27So they shall put my name on the Israelites, and I will bless them. 

L: Word of God. Word of Life. 
C: Thanks be to God.  
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Carol                   ELW #269 “What Child is This?” 
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Second Reading               Philippians 2:1-11 
1If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any 
sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, 2make my joy complete: be 
of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one 
mind. 3Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others 
as better than yourselves. 4Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to 
the interests of others. 5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
 6who, though he was in the form of God, 
 did not regard equality with God 
 as something to be exploited, 
 7but emptied himself, 
 taking the form of a slave, 
 being born in human likeness. 
 And being found in human form, 
 8he humbled himself 
 and became obedient to the point of death — 
 even death on a cross. 
 9Therefore God also highly exalted him 
 and gave him the name 
 that is above every name, 
 10so that at the name of Jesus 
 every knee should bend, 
 in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
 11and every tongue should confess 
 that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
 to the glory of God the Father.  
L: Word of God. Word of Life. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 

 



8 

Carol                                 ELW #294 “In the Bleak Midwinter” 
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P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Gospel                  Luke 2:15-21 
15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to 
one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken 
place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16So they went with haste and 
found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, 
they made known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard 
it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these 
words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 
 21After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was 
called Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon             Rev. Nicholas Zook 
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Carol               ELW #288 “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” 
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Nicene Creed 

C: We believe in one God, 

     the Father, the Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is seen and unseen. 

     We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

 the only Son of God, 

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

 God from God, Light from Light, 

 true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

 of one Being with the Father. 

 Through Him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation 

 he came down from heaven;  

 by the power of the Holy Spirit 

 he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

 he suffered death and was buried.  

    On the third day he rose again 

 in accordance with the scriptures; 

 he ascended into heaven 

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again to judge the living and the dead,  

 and his kingdom will have no end.  

    We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

    With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified.  

    He has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church., 

     we acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

 and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
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Responsive Prayer 
A: Glory to God in the highest, 
C: and peace to God’s people on earth. 
 

A: Blessed are you, Price of Peace. You rule the earth with truth and justice. 
C: Send your gift of peace to all nations of the world. 
 

A: Blessed are you, Son of Mary. You share our humanity. 
C: Have mercy on the sick, the dying, and all who suffer this day.  

 

A: Blessed are you, Son of God. You dwell among us as the Word made flesh. 
C: Reveal yourself to us in word and sacrament that we may bear your light to  
     all the world. 
 

A: Let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Anthem                                                     “Savior, Redeemer of My Soul” 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven, 
  hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come,  
  your will be done, 
  on earth as in heaven. 
      Give us today our daily bread. 
      Forgive us our sins  
  as we forgive those  
  who sin against us. 
      Save us from the time of trial  
  and deliver us from evil, 
     For the kingdom, the power,  
  and the glory are yours, 
  now and forever.  Amen. 
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Closing Hymn               ELW #290 “Go, Tell it on the Mountain” 
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Blessing and Dismissal 

P: Let us bless the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

P: May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the obedience of Joseph, the joy 
of the angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, the determination of the magi, 
and the peace of the Christ child. Almighty God, Father, + Son, and the Holy 
Spirit bless you now and forever.  
C: Amen. 
 

A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude 

 

Announcements 
  

Support the ministries of Concordia Church through your offerings. There are 
multiple ways for you to give: 

1) Mobile: Text ‘Concordia’ to 73256 and follow the link or scan the QR code 
here 

2) Online: Visit www.onrealm.org/concordiafaith/give  

3) Via cash or check left in the offering plate or  
mailed to the church at:  

 3855 N Seeley Ave 
 Chicago, IL 60618 

Support Concordia Church’s partnership with the Common Pantry through your 
donations of food or toiletry items or a monetary gift to this worthy cause. All 

donations will help sustain a “Take What you Need” food pantry in the lobby of 
Swedish Covenant Hospital for patients upon their discharge. Bring item donations to 
the church at any time. Text ‘Concordia’ to 73256 and choose the ‘Social Impact’ fund 

to give electronically.  
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Copyright Information:  
Below is a list of all the songs that we are using in today’s liturgy with their copy right 
information located with them.    

Opening Hymn                                                  ELW #269 “Once in Royal David’s City” 

 
 
 

Carol                                                    ELW #296 “What Child is This?” 

 
     

Carol               ELW #294 “In the Bleak Midwinter” 

 
 

Carol                              ELW #288 “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”
   

 
 

Communion Anthem                      “Savior, Redeemer of my Soul” 

 
 
Closing Hymn                            ELW #290 “Go, Tell it on the Mountain” 

 

 

              

Notes on the Liturgy: 

1. All liturgical music is from ELW, Setting 4 

2. The Liturgy is printed from The Evangelical Lutheran Worship and is used with permission. 

3. The offertory prayer, introduction to the prayers and conclusion are taken from Sundays and Seasons, Augsburg 
Fortress, 2019, and used with permission: license number 23952. 

4. Liturgy Hymns & Text are used by permission, of OneLicense: license number A-704728, Christian Copyright 
Licensing International (CCLI): license number 2760294, and Augsburg Fortress license number 23952. 
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Rev. Nicholas Zook, Pastor  
nzook@concordiafaith.org 
773-281-1225 

 

Jennifer Phillips, Director of Mission Development  
jphillips@concordiafaith.org 
773-463-1600 ex. 402 
 

 
 

Desirae Diehl, Parish Administrator  
ddiehl@concordiafaith.org 
773-281-1225 

 

Marisa Buchheit, Music Director  
mbuchheit@concordiafaith.org 

 

 
 
Paul Dykstra, Organist & Choir Director 
pdykstra@concordiafaith.org 

 

 
 
 
 

Matt Flanagan, Audio/Visual Engineer 
mflanagan@concordiafaith.org 
 
 

 

 

 

David Nakazono, Audio/Visual Engineer 
nakazonomusic@gmail.com 

Church Staff Contact Information 


