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www.concordiafaith.org 
773-281-1225 

Concordia on Seeley 
3855 N. Seeley 

Sunday mornings: 

10:00am Worship (In-person & virtual options) 

 

Join the 10:00am livestream on Sunday mornings or view recordings of our 

past services on our YouTube channel. 

Concordia Church Chicago 

Welcome, and thank you for worshipping with us this morning.  

Holy Communion happens at every service and is open to all baptized.  

 The restroom is located in the gym; exit the sanctuary through the left 
door behind the altar and follow the hallway down the stairs.  

Concordia Church continues to follow Chicago Department of Health 
and CDC guidelines to ensure appropriate protocols are in place for the 

health and safety of our worshippers, leaders, and staff. Please visit 
www.concordiafaith.org for the latest updates.   

Questions? Contact Desirae, Parish Admin, at dcontreras@concordiafaith.org 
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Prelude 

 
Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all.   
C: And also with you.  

 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

 

Kyrie                                  ELW #157 

              ...continued on next page 
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Kyrie (con’t) 
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Prayer of the Day             [printed in back of bulletin] 

P: Let us pray… 

C: Amen. 

 

First Reading            [printed in back of bulletin]

L: Word of God. Word of Life. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

     

Taize               #45 “Sing Out, My Soul” 
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Second Reading                     [printed in back of bulletin] 

L: Word of God. Word of Life. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

The congregation stands and sings the acclamation 

Gospel Acclamation                         “Alleluia” 

P: The Holy Gospel according to…. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

The Gospel                                                               [printed in back of bulletin]                                                                 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ.  

 

Gospel Acclamation (Repeat)     
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Sermon        

Children’s Program (Dec. 18th) 

 

Hymn of the Day                [Will be announced]       

 

Apostle’s Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
     creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
      and born of the Virgin Mary. 
  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
      was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended into hell. 
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
      and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
      the holy catholic church, 
      the communion of saints, 
      the forgiveness of sins, 
      the resurrection of the body, 
      and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

The Prayers      

A:  Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 
according to their needs. Lord, hear our prayer.  
C:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
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A: God of majesty, we pray for the advent of your kingdom, and your reign of 
peace throughout the world, when violence and war give way to healing and life 
and the veil of darkness is cast off your world. Lord, hear our prayer.  
C: Come, Lord Jesus, Come.  
 

A: God of grace and truth, let the light of your church shine forth in the world. 
Illuminate your church with the grace and love of your Son and fill your people 
with gratitude and faith. Lord, hear our prayer.  
C:  Come, Lord Jesus, Come. 
 

A:  Father in Heaven, we pray for the advent of your Son as glorious Lord of all; 
bringing light to those who dwell in darkness, joy to those in sorrow, hope to 
those in fear and despair. We pray especially for those we name before you now 
and silently in our hearts (read names and pause for moment of silence); Lord 
hear our prayer. 
C:  Come, Lord Jesus, Come.  

 

A: Blessed are you, O God, Lord of all creation, we give you thanks for the 
ministries of our congregation, and the blessings of Concordia Church and 
Concordia Place.  Use us to make radiant the lives of those you have called us to 
serve. We ask this through him whose coming is certain and whose day draws 
near. Lord, hear our prayer.  
C: Come, Lord Jesus, Come.  

 

P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 
mercy; through your Song, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
C: Amen.  
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Offering Anthem     
 

 

Offertory           Taize #18 “Raise a Song of Gladness” 

 

We encourage you to use this time for reflection & gratitude  

as we prepare for communion. 
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Liturgy of the Eucharistic Meal 

The Great Thanksgiving 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
Preface 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks… 

...with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and 
join their unending hymn:  
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Eucharistic Prayer 

P: Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: 
 Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign. 
 You have filled all creation with light and life; 
 heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
  
 Through Abraham you promised to bless all nations. 
 You rescued Israel, your chosen people. 
 Through the prophets you renewed your promise; 
 and, at this end of all the ages, you sent your Son, 
 who in words and deeds proclaimed your kingdom 
 and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life. 
 
 In the night in which he was betrayed, 
 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
 For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup 
 we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
C:  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
P:  Therefore, gracious Father, with this bread and cup 
 we remember the life our Lord offered for us.  
 And, believing the witness of his resurrection, we await his coming in  
 power to share with us the great and promised feast. 
C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
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P:  Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, 
  the spirit of our Lord and of his resurrection, 
  that we who receive the Lord's body and blood 
  may live to the praise of your glory 
  and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light. 
C:  Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 

P: Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every 
 place, and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest 
 until he comes as victorious Lord of all. 
C:  Amen.  

 
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:  

C:   Our Father in heaven, 
   hallowed be your name, 
   your kingdom come,  
   your will be done, 
   on earth as in heaven. 
  Give us today our daily bread. 
  Forgive us our sins  
   as we forgive those  
   who sin against us. 
  Save us from the time of trial  
   and deliver us from evil, 
  For the kingdom, the power,  
   and the glory are yours, 
   now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Communion Invitation 

We invite all who are baptized in Christ to come forward for communion. All 
are welcome at the Lord’s table. Parents of young children are asked to let the 
pastor know if they want their child to receive communion or a blessing. 

Communion is served by continuous table around the altar, and you are asked 
to take a place as openings appear.  
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Communion Hymn      ELW #199 “Jesus, Lamb of God” 
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Post Communion Blessing 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 
his grace. 

C:   Amen. 

 

Post Communion Prayer 

P: Holy and gracious God, you have blessed us at this holy meal and united us in 
fellowship of our savior, Jesus Christ. Your generous blessings renew us to go 
forth to serve as your faithful people until your kingdom comes and your rule is 
established throughout the whole world.  

C: Amen. 
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Closing Hymn                        [Will be announced] 

 

Announcements 

 

Blessing 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
     The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
     The Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. 
      In the name of the Father, and of the Son (+), and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 

Dismissal 
A: Go in Peace. Serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God.  

 

Postlude 

 

~ Please return this bulletin at the end of the service ~ 
 

       

Notes on the Liturgy: 

1. All liturgical music is from ELW, Setting 4 

2. The Liturgy is printed from The Evangelical Lutheran Worship and is used with permission. 

3. The offertory prayer, introduction to the prayers and conclusion are taken from Sundays and Seasons, Augsburg 
Fortress, 2019, and used with permission: license number 23952. 

4. Liturgy Hymns & Text are used by permission, of OneLicense: license number A-704728, Christian Copyright 
Licensing International (CCLI): license number 2760294, and Augsburg Fortress license number 23952. 
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Announcements 

Coffee fellowship happens each week following worship. Head over to the gym 

to enjoy a cup of coffee and possibly a treat with other members of your 

Concordia family. 

 

Support Concordia Church’s partnership with the Common Pantry through your 

donations of food or toiletry items or a monetary gift to this worthy cause. All 

donations will help sustain a “Take What you Need” food pantry in the lobby of 

Swedish Covenant Hospital for patients upon their discharge. Bring item 

donations to the church at any time. Text ‘Concordia’ to 73256 and choose the 

‘Social Impact’ fund to give electronically.  

 

Support the ministries of Concordia Church through your offerings. There are 

multiple ways for you to give: 

1) Mobile: Text ‘Concordia’ to 73256 and follow the link or scan the QR code 

here 

2) Online: Visit www.onrealm.org/concordiafaith/give  

3) Via cash or check left in the offering plate or  

mailed to the church at:  

 3855 N Seeley Ave 

 Chicago, IL 60618 
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Advent Prayers of the Day & Readings 

November 27, 2022—First Sunday of Advent 

Prayer of the Day: 
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us 
from the threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of 
your salvation, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
First Reading                       Isaiah 2:1-5 
1The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
 2In days to come 
  the mountain of the LORD’s house 
 shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 
  and shall be raised above the hills; 
 all the nations shall stream to it. 
  3Many peoples shall come and say, 
 “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 
  to the house of the God of Jacob; 
 that he may teach us his ways 
  and that we may walk in his paths.” 
 For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 
  and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
 4He shall judge between the nations, 
  and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
 they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
  and their spears into pruning hooks; 
 nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
  neither shall they learn war any more. 
 5O house of Jacob, 
  come, let us walk 
  in the light of the LORD! 

L: Word of God. Word of Life. 
C: Thanks be to God.  
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Second Reading              Romans 13:11-14 
11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to 
wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became 
believers; 12the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works 
of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13let us live honorably as in the day, 
not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in 
quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no 
provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
L: Word of God. Word of Life. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel               Matthew 24:36-44 
[Jesus said to the disciples,] 36“About that day and hour no one knows, neither 
the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37For as the days of Noah 
were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38For as in those days before the 
flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the 
day Noah entered the ark, 39and they knew nothing until the flood came and 
swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. 40Then two 
will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. 41Two women will be 
grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. 42Keep awake 
therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43But 
understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night 
the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his 
house be broken into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is 
coming at an unexpected hour.” 
P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ.  

—————————————————- 
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December 4 2022—Second Sunday of Advent 

Prayer of the Day: 
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming 
nurture our growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
Amen. 

 
First Reading                    Isaiah 11:1-10 
1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of 
his roots. 2The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the 
fear of the LORD. 3His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge 
by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; 4but with righteousness he 
shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall 
strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall 
kill the wicked. 5Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and 
faithfulness the belt around his loins. 6The wolf shall live with the lamb, the 
leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 
and a little child shall lead them. 7The cow and the bear shall graze, their young 
shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8The nursing child 
shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the 
adder’s den. 9They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth 
will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 
 10On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations 
shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 

L: Word of God. Word of Life. 
C: Thanks be to God.  
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Second Reading         Romans 15:4-13 
4Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by 
steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. 
5May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony 
with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, 6so that together you may 
with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
 7Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the 
glory of God. 8For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised 
on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given 
to the patriarchs, 9and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. 
As it is written,  
 “Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, 
  and sing praises to your name”; 
10and again he says,  
 “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”; 
11and again,  
 “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 
  and let all the peoples praise him”; 
12and again Isaiah says,  
 “The root of Jesse shall come, 
  the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; 
 in him the Gentiles shall hope.” 
13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you 
may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
L: Word of God. Word of Life. 
C: Thanks be to God.  

 
Gospel                  Matthew 3:1-12 
1In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 
2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3This is the one of whom 
the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,  
 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
  make his paths straight.’ ”  

                ...continued on next page 



21 

4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and 
his food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then the people of Jerusalem and all 
Judea were going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, 6and they were 
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 
 7But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said 
to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 
8Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 9Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We 
have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to 
raise up children to Abraham. 10Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; 
every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into 
the fire. 
 11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than 
I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear 
his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he 
will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ.  

 

December 11, 2022—Third Sunday of Advent 
 

Prayer of the Day: 

Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen our faith in 
your coming, that, transformed by grace, we may walk in your way; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

—————————————————- 
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First Reading                    Isaiah 35:1-10 
1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and 
blossom; like the crocus 2it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and 
singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to the majesty of Carmel and 
Sharon. They shall see the glory of the LORD, the majesty of our God. 
3Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. 4Say to those who 
are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come 
with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you.” 5Then 
the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 6then 
the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For 
waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; 7the 
burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; the 
haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 
8A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall 
not travel on it, but it shall be for God’s people; no traveler, not even fools, shall 
go astray. 9No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 
they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. 10And the 
ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy 
shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and 
sighing shall flee away. 
L: Word of God. Word of Life. 
C: Thanks be to God.  

 

Second Reading              James 5:7-10 
7Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits 
for the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the 
early and the late rains. 8You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for 
the coming of the Lord is near. 9Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so 
that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! 10As an 
example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the 
name of the Lord. 
L: Word of God. Word of Life. 
C: Thanks be to God.  
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Gospel                          Matthew 11:2-11 
2When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his 
disciples 3and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for 
another?” 4Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5the 
blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, 
the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. 6And blessed 
is anyone who takes no offense at me.” 
 7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What 
did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? 8What 
then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who 
wear soft robes are in royal palaces. 9What then did you go out to see? A 
prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10This is the one  about whom 
it is written,  
 ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
  who will prepare your way before you.’ 
11Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than 
John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”  
P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ.  

 

December 18, 2022—Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Prayer of the Day: 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, 
free us from the sin that hinders our faith, that eagerly we may receive your 
promises, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

    

 

—————————————————- 
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First Reading                   Isaiah 7:10-16 

10The LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be 
deep as Sheol or high as heaven. 12But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put 
the LORD to the test. 13Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too 
little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? 14Therefore the 
Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall 
bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. 15He shall eat curds and honey by the 
time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 16For before the 
child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose 
two kings you are in dread will be deserted.” 
L: Word of God. Word of Life. 
C: Thanks be to God.  

 

Second Reading                     Romans 1:1-7 
1Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel 
of God, 2which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy 
scriptures, 3the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from David 
according to the flesh 4and was declared to be Son of God with power according 
to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
5through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the 
obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for the sake of his name, 6including 
yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 
 7To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints:  
  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

L: Word of God. Word of Life. 
C: Thanks be to God.  

 

Gospel                         Matthew 1:18-25 
8Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother 
Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was 
found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a 
righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss 
her quietly.  

                   ...continued on next page 



25 

—————————————————- 

20But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him 
in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your 
wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, 
and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All 
this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 
 23“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
  and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 
which means, “God is with us.”24When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the 
angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25but had no marital 
relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ.  
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Celebrate the Season with us!  

Save the date for these great events happening this season at 

Concordia Church! 

November 27th:  First Sunday of Advent; services each Sunday at 

   10am through Christmas Eve 

November 30th:  First midweek Advent vesper release; On  
   YouTube each Wednesday at 7pm through  
   Christmas 

 
December 4th: Greening of the Church following 10am worship 
   service; contact Desirae at     
   dcontreras@concordiafaith.org for more   
   information 

December 17th:  7pm—Lakeshore Brass Holiday Concert (part of 

   the Concordia Concert series); for more   

   information,  

   visit www.concordiafaith.org/concerts 

December 18th:  Christmas program for children during worship 

December 24th:  Christmas Eve Concert at 4:30pm 

   Christmas Eve Worship at 5:00pm 

December 25th: Christmas Day Worship at 10:00am 
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Rev. Nicholas Zook, Pastor  
nzook@concordiafaith.org 
773-281-1225 

 

Jennifer Phillips, Director of Mission Development  
jphillips@concordiafaith.org 
773-463-1600 ex. 402 
 

 
 

Desirae Diehl, Parish Administrator  
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Marisa Buchheit, Music Director  
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Paul Dykstra, Organist & Choir Director 
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Matt Flanagan, Audio/Visual Engineer 
mflanagan@concordiafaith.org 
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