Readings for July 25, 2021

Prelude: “In This Very Room” by Ron and Carol Harris

Prayer of the Day:

P: Gracious God, you have placed within the hearts of all your children a
longing for your word and a hunger for your truth. Grant that we may know
your Son to be the true bread of heaven and share this bread with all the
world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

Old Testament Reading: 2 Kings 4:42-44

“2A man came from Baal-shalishah, bringing food from the first fruits to
[Elisha,] the man of God: twenty loaves of barley and fresh ears of grain in his
sack. Elisha said, “Give it to the people and let them eat.” “*But his servant
said, “How can | set this before a hundred people?” So he repeated, “Give it to
the people and let them eat, for thus says the LORD, ‘They shall eat and have
some left.'” ““He set it before them, they ate, and had some left, according to
the word of the LORD.

L: Word of God. Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel: John 6:1-21

1Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of
Tiberias. ?A large crowd kept following him, because they saw the signs that
he was doing for the sick. *Jesus went up the mountain and sat down there
with his disciples. “Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near.
*When he looked up and saw a large crowd coming toward him, Jesus said to
Philip, “Where are we to buy bread for these people to eat?” °He said this to
test him, for he himself knew what he was going to do. ’Philip answered him,
“Six months’ wages would not buy enough bread for each of them to get a
little.” ®One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him,
““There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish. But what are
they among so many people?” %Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.” Now
there was a great deal of grass in the place; so they sat down, about five
thousand in all. *'Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given thanks,
he distributed them to those who were seated; so also the fish, as much as
they wanted. ?When they were satisfied, he told his disciples, “Gather up the
fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost.” *So they gathered them up,
and from the fragments of the five barley loaves, left by those who had eaten,
they filled twelve baskets. ““When the people saw the sign that he had done,
they began to say, “This is indeed the prophet who is to come into the world.”

>When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by force
to make him king, he withdrew again to the mountain by himself.

®When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, '/got into a boat,
and started across the sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not
yet come to them. ®The sea became rough because a strong wind was
blowing. "“"When they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus
walking on the sea and coming near the boat, and they were terrified. °But
he said to them, “It is |; do not be afraid.” 2'Then they wanted to take him into
the boat, and immediately the boat reached the land toward which they were

going.
Hymn of the Day: Verses 1 & 4

Postlude: “Voluntary VI” by G.F. Handel

Prayer list: Carol, Nancy, Pastor Steve Swanson, Jean, Guy, Perry, Rose, Cindy,
Corie, Sandy, Gary, Michael, Ray, Will, Gerry, the Zook family, all those diagnosed
with COVID-19, and those we hold in our thoughts.

We are resuming after-worship fellowship! Enjoy some coffee and reconnect
with your Concordia family. Fellowship will occur in the gym immediately
following the conclusion of the worship service.

Concordia Church is partnering with the Common Pantry to support a ‘Take
What You Need' food pantry in the lobby of Swedish Covenant hospital,
created for patients to grab grocery staples they need on their day of
discharge. Our next pick-up date is August 3"! Please bring shelf-stable
groceries (examples are: canned goods, pasta, jarred sauces, rice, boxed
mixes, etc.) to the marked container(s) in the church’s main entrance on or
before Monday, August 2". Connect with Jen Phillips if you have any
questions.

Our Baptism unites us in one common identity—we are God’s people and
sisters and brothers together in God’s family. Rejoice with us this August as
we celebrate three new members of our family joining us through Holy
Baptism: August 15t Nathan Formeller, August 8" William Ostler, August 15t
Lorena Salazar. We will have occasion to renew our own Baptism on the
following two weeks through the rite of Affirmation of Holy

Baptism. Washed in the waters of Baptism, we are renewed, refreshed and
made ready for God’s calling. How wonderful to be children of God.
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