
Third Sunday after Epiphany 

Sunday, January 24, 2021 

  

Prelude 
Improvisation on “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise”  

 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 
P:  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 P: Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and 
 forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

 C: Merciful God, we praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we 
praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 
You have called us to yourself, enlightened us with the gifts of your Spirit, and 
nourished us in the community of faith. Uphold us in the gifts and promises of 
baptism, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. Amen. 

P: God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the 
sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word, God delivers us from sin and death 
and raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all who have been 
baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and 
joined in God’s mission for the life of the world. 

C: We rejoice in the gift of our baptism. Together we will give thanks and praise to God 
and proclaim the good news to all the world. 

 P: May Almighty God, who gives us a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit, forgive us 
all our sins, strengthen us in all goodness and keep us in eternal life through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Opening Hymn 

ELW 310 “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise” 

1 Songs of thankfulness and praise, 
 Jesus, Lord, to thee we raise; 
 manifested by the star 
 to the sages from afar, 
 branch of royal David's stem 
 in thy birth at Bethlehem: 
 anthems be to thee addressed, 
 God in flesh made manifest. 



2 Manifest at Jordan's stream, 
 prophet, priest, and king supreme; 
 and at Cana wedding guest 
 in thy Godhead manifest; 
 manifest in pow'r divine, 
 changing water into wine; 
 anthems be to thee addressed, 
 God in flesh made manifest. 
 
3 Manifest in making whole 
 weakened body, fainting soul; 
 manifest in valiant fight, 
 quelling all the devil's might; 
 manifest in gracious will, 
 ever bringing good from ill: 
 anthems be to thee addressed, 
 God in flesh made manifest. 
 
4 Grant us grace to see thee, Lord, 
 present in thy holy word; 
 grace to imitate thee now 
 and be pure, as pure art thou; 
 that we might become like thee 
 at thy great epiphany, 
 and may praise thee, ever blest, 
 God in flesh made manifest. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 

 
P: Let us pray. 
Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service. Strengthen us by 
your Spirit, and make us worthy of your call, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

First Reading: Jonah 3:1-5, 10 

1The word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2“Get up, go to Nineveh, 
that great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” 3So Jonah set out and went 
to Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large 



city, a three days’ walk across. 4Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s walk. And 
he cried out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 5And the people of 
Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on 
sackcloth. 
  10When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed 
his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not 
do it. 
L: Word of God. Word of Life.                   

C: Thanks be to God. 

  
 
Psalm Hymn: Gloria Canticle (Setting 5) 

 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 7:29-31 

29Brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now on, let even those 
who have wives be as though they had none, 30and those who mourn as though they 
were not mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and those 
who buy as though they had no possessions, 31and those who deal with the world as 
though they had no dealings with it. For the present form of this world is passing away. 
L: Word of God. Word of Life. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation (Setting 5)  

P: The Gospel according to St. Mark.  
C: Glory to you, O Lord.  

 
Gospel: Mark 1:14-20 
14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of 
God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, 
and believe in the good news.” 
 
  16As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew 
casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them, “Follow me 
and I will make you fish for people.” 18And immediately they left their nets and followed 
him. 19As he went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, 
who were in their boat mending the nets. 20Immediately he called them; and they left 
their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him. 



P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Gospel Acclamation (Setting 5)  

 
Sermon 
 

Hymn of the Day 

ELW 866 “We are Marching in the Light” 

 
We are marching in the light of God, 
 we are marching in the light of God. 
 We are marching in the light of God, 
 we are marching in the light of God. 
 
 We are marching, (marching, we are marching, marching,) 
 we are marching in the light of God. 
 We are marching, (marching, we are marching, marching,) 
 we are marching in the light of God. 
 
Additional stanzas ad lib: 
 We are singing . . . 
  

Apostle’s Creed 

A: Let us confess our faith:  
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
        creator of heaven and earth. 
  
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
       and born of the Virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
       was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended into hell. 
    On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, 
       and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
  
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 



    the holy catholic church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen.  
  

Prayers of Intercession 

A: Called together through water and the Word, we boldly pray for the church, the 
world, and all those in need. Gracious God, grant our prayers: 
  

A: You call us to follow you and raise up missionaries in every generation to proclaim the 
Gospel. Bless those that serve you near and far. Lord, in your mercy, 
  

C: Hear our prayer. 
  

A: We rejoice in the beauty and abundance of the earth and our shared calling to be 
stewards of your creation. Send your Spirit of renewal to all people that we live with 
mindfulness of your gift and care for the earth. Lord, in your mercy, 
  

C: Hear our prayer. 
  

A: Raise up wise and courageous leaders so that your mercy and justice would be the 
rule of law for all people in all nations. Lord, in your mercy, 
  

C: Hear our prayer. 
  

A: Uplift all who live where anxiety governs and despair resides. Give all who seek 
comfort apart from disease, a path towards hope and new life. Grant healing and 
wholeness to all who are sick, lonely, or grieving, especially those we name before you: 
Dennis, Carol, Nancy, Pastor Steve Swanson, Renee, Vicki, Rhea, Lupe, Betty, Calina, 
Bob, Judy, and all those diagnosed with COVID-19. Lord, in your mercy, 
  

C: Hear our prayer. 
  

P: We lift our prayers before you, Gracious God, united in your Spirit; through your 
beloved Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
  

C: Amen. 
  

A:  Lord God, through the ministry of your Son we have received grace upon grace. Bring 
light to those who dwell in darkness, joy to those in sorrow, hope to those in fear and 
despair. Lord, in your mercy,  
C:  Hear our prayer.    
  

 



A: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

C: Our Father in heaven, 
  hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come,  
  your will be done, 
  on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins  
  as we forgive those  
  who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial  
  and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power,  
  and the glory are yours, 
  now and forever.  Amen.  

 

Closing Anthem 

“Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” arr. Richard Walters 

 

Benediction and Dismissal 

P: Almighty God, 
who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary, 
proclaimed joy through the angels, 
sent the shepherds with good news, 
and led the magi by a star, 

bless you this day ☩ through the Word made flesh. 
Amen. 
 
A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude 
“Trumpet Voluntary” by Thomas Sanders Dupuis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Announcements 
 

 Our Sunday services are now available each week beginning at 8am! You can find 
our services on our website at www.concordiafaith.org/worship. You can also 
access the weekly bulletin where you can follow along and participate with the 
service.  
 

 We appreciate your continued gifts to Concordia Church! Remember, you may 
give in three ways: 

1. Text-to-give: Text “Concordia” to 73256 and follow the link you receive 
2. Give online at onrealm.org/concordiafaith/give 
3. Send a check via mail to the church 

 
 

http://www.concordiafaith.org/worship

