
First Sunday of Christmas  

Sunday, December 27, 2020 
  

Prelude 
Marcel Dupré, “In Dulci Jubilo” 
 

Canticle of Praise – (Setting 5) 

 

Greeting & Dialog 

A: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 
C: The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

A: Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness, on them light has shined. 
C: We have beheld Christ’s glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father. 

A: To us a child is born, to us a son is given. 
C: In him is life, and the life is the light of all people. 

 

Prayer of the Day 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 
P: Let us pray.  
Merciful Lord, let the brightness of your light shine on your Church, so that all of us, 
enlightened by the teachings of your apostle and evangelist, John whose Gospel, Epistles 
and final Revelation, may guide us in the light of your truth for eternal life; we ask through 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.  

 Amen. 
 

Lessons and Carols 

Carol: ELW 288 “Good Christian Friends Rejoice” 
1 Good Christian friends, rejoice 
 with heart and soul and voice; 
 give ye heed to what we say: 
 Jesus Christ is born today; 
 ox and ass before him bow, 
 and he is in the manger now. 
 Christ is born today! 



 Christ is born today! 
 

First Reading: Genesis 1:1-5, 26-31 
1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a formless 
void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the 
face of the waters. 3Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light. 4And God saw 
that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the 
light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the first day.  
26Then God said, "Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let 
them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the 
cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps 
upon the earth." 
 27So God created humankind in his image, 
   in the image of God he created them; 
   male and female he created them. 
28God blessed them, and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and 
subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over 
every living thing that moves upon the earth." 29God said, "See, I have given you every 
plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its 
fruit; you shall have them for food. 30And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of 
the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I 
have given every green plant for food." And it was so. 31God saw everything that he had 
made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the 
sixth day. 

L: Word of God. Word of Life.                   

C: Thanks be to God. 

  
Carol: ELW 288 “Good Christian Friends Rejoice” 
2 Good Christian friends, rejoice 
 with heart and soul and voice; 
 now ye hear of endless bliss: 
 Jesus Christ was born for this! 
 He has opened heaven's door, 
 and we are blest forevermore. 
 Christ was born for this! 
 Christ was born for this! 
 

Second Reading: 1 John 1:1-2:2  
1We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen 
with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word 
of life — 2this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the 



eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us — 3we declare to you what we 
have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship 
is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4We are writing these things so that our 
joy may be complete. 
5This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in 
him there is no darkness at all. 6If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are 
walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; 7but if we walk in the light as he 
himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son 
cleanses us from all sin. 8If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 
is not in us. 9If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a 
liar, and his word is not in us. 
2 1My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone 
does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 2and he is the 
atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. 
L: Word of God. Word of Life. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Carol: ELW 288 “Good Christian Friends Rejoice” 
3 Good Christian friends, rejoice 
 with heart and soul and voice; 
 now ye need not fear the grave; 
 Jesus Christ was born to save! 
 Calls you one and calls you all 
 to gain the everlasting hall. 
 Christ was born to save! 
 Christ was born to save! 

Gospel: John 21:20-25 
20Peter turned and saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following them; he was the one who 
had reclined next to Jesus at the supper and had said, "Lord, who is it that is going to 
betray you?" 21When Peter saw him, he said to Jesus, "Lord, what about him?" 22Jesus said 
to him, "If it is my will that he remain until I come, what is that to you? Follow me!" 23So the 
rumor spread in the community that this disciple would not die. Yet Jesus did not say to 
him that he would not die, but, "If it is my will that he remain until I come, what is that to 
you?" 
24This is the disciple who is testifying to these things and has written them, and we know 
that his testimony is true. 25But there are also many other things that Jesus did; if every 
one of them were written down, I suppose that the world itself could not contain the 
books that would be written. 
P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 



Sermon 
 

Carol: ELW 282 “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear” 

1 It came upon the midnight clear, 
 that glorious song of old, 
 from angels bending near the earth 
 to touch their harps of gold: 
 "Peace on the earth, good will to all, 
 from heav'n's all-gracious king." 
 The world in solemn stillness lay 
 to hear the angels sing. 
 
2 Still through the cloven skies they come 
 with peaceful wings unfurled, 
 and still their heav'nly music floats 
 o'er all the weary world. 
 Above its sad and lowly plains 
 they bend on hov'ring wing, 
 and ever o'er its babel sounds 
 the blessed angels sing. 
 
3 And you, beneath life's crushing load, 
 whose forms are bending low, 
 who toil along the climbing way 
 with painful steps and slow: 
 look now, for glad and golden hours 
 come swiftly on the wing; 
 oh, rest beside the weary road 
 and hear the angels sing! 
 
4 For lo! The days are hast'ning on, 
 by prophets seen of old, 
 when with the ever-circling years 
 shall come the time foretold, 
 when peace shall over all the earth 
 its ancient splendors fling, 
 and all the world give back the song 
 which now the angels sing. 
 

 

 



Nicene Creed 
C:  We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven; 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen 
 

Responsive Prayer 
A: Glory to God in the highest, 
C: and peace to God’s people on earth. 
  

A: Blessed are you, Prince of peace. You rule the earth with truth and justice. 
C: Send your gift of peace to all nations of the world. 
  

A: Blessed are you, Son of Mary. You share our humanity. 



C: Have mercy on the sick, the dying, and all who suffer this day. 
  

A: Blessed are you, Son of God. You dwell among us as the Word made flesh. 
C: Reveal yourself to us in word and sacrament that we may bear you light to all the 

world. 
  

A: Let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, hear our prayer. 
  

A: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
C: Our Father in heaven, 
  hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come,  
  your will be done, 
  on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins  
  as we forgive those  
  who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial  
  and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power,  
  and the glory are yours, 
  now and forever.  Amen.  
 
Carol: ELW 290 “Go Tell it on the Mountain” 

Refrain 

 Go tell it on the mountain, 
 over the hills and ev'rywhere; 
 go tell it on the mountain 
 that Jesus Christ is born! 
 
1 While shepherds kept their watching 
 o'er silent flocks by night, 
 behold, throughout the heavens 
 there shone a holy light.  Refrain  
 
2 The shepherds feared and trembled 
 when, lo, above the earth 
 rang out the angel chorus 
 that hailed our Savior's birth.  Refrain 
 



3 Down in a lonely manger 
 the humble Christ was born; 
 and God sent us salvation 
 that blessed Christmas morn.  Refrain 
 

Benediction and Dismissal 

P: Go forth in the power of the Holy Spirit! 
    Proclaim the gospel throughout the earth! 
    Serve the Lord with gladness, 
    with deeds of justice and mercy!  
C: Amen. 
A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude 
Virginia Carrington Thomas, “Good Christian Friends Rejoice” 
 
Announcements 
 

x We appreciate your continued gifts to Concordia Church! Remember, you may 
give in three ways: 

1. Text-to-give: Text “Concordia” to 73256 and follow the link you receive 

2. Give online at onrealm.org/concordiafaith/give 

3. Send a check via mail to the church 

 
 


