
Christmas Day 

Friday, December 25, 2020 

  

Prelude 
Medley on “Allein Gott in der Hoh sei Ehr” 
 

Proclamation of the Birth of Christ 
On the twenty-fifth day of December, unknown ages from the time when 
God created the heavens and the earth and then formed man and woman in 
his own image. 

Several thousand years after the flood, when God made the rainbow shine 
forth as a sign of the covenant. Twenty-one centuries from the time of 
Abraham and Sarah; thirteen centuries after Moses led the people of Israel 
out of Egypt. 

Eleven hundred years from the time of Ruth and the Judges; one thousand 
years from the anointing of David as King; in the sixty-fifth week according 
to the prophecy of Daniel. 

In the one hundred and ninety-fourth Olympiad; the seven hundred and 
fifty-second year form the foundation of the city of Rome. 

The forty-second year of the reign of Octavian Augustus; the whole world 
being at peace, Jesus Christ, the eternal God and Son of the eternal Father, 
desiring to sanctify the world by his most merciful coming, being conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, and nine months having passed since his conception, was 
born in Bethlehem of Judea of the Virgin Mary. 

Today is the nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ according to the flesh. 

  

Canticle of Praise – (Setting 5) 

 

 

 

 

 



Greeting & Dialog 

A: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 

C: The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

A: Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness, on them light has shined. 

C: We have beheld Christ’s glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father. 

A: To us a child is born, to us a son is given. 

C: In him is life, and the life is the light of all people. 

 

Blessing of the Advent Christ Candle 

O Lord our God, with Mary and Joseph, angels and shepherds, and the  
animals in the stable, we gather around your Son, born for us. Bless us with 
your holy presence, and inspire us to help those who have no place to dwell. 
Be with us that we might share Christ’s love with all the world, for he is our 
light and salvation. Glory in heaven and peace on earth, now and forever.    
Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

All-powerful and unseen God, the coming of your light into our world has 
brightened weary hearts with peace. Call us out of darkness, and empower 
us to proclaim the birth of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 Amen. 

 

Carol: ELW 300 “The First Noel” 

1 The first Noel the angel did say 
 was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 
 in fields where they lay, keeping their sheep, 
 on a cold winter's night that was so deep. 
Refrain 
 Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel! 
 Born is the King of Israel. 
 



First Reading: Isaiah 62: 6-12 

Upon your walls, O Jerusalem, I have posted sentinels; all day and all night 
they shall never be silent. You who remind the Lord, take no rest, and give 
him no rest until he establishes Jerusalem and makes it renowned 
throughout the earth. The Lord has sworn by his right hand and by his 
mighty arm: I will not again give your grain to be food for your enemies, and 
foreigners shall not drink the wine for which you have labored; but those 
who garner it shall eat it and praise the Lord, and those who gather it shall 
drink it in my holy courts. Go through, go through the gates, prepare the way 
for the people; build up, build up the highway, clear it of stones, lift up an 
ensign over the peoples. The Lord has proclaimed to the end of the earth: 
Say to daughter Zion, “See, your salvation comes; his reward is with him, and 
his recompense before him.” They shall be called, “The Holy People, The 
Redeemed of the Lord“; and you shall be called, “Sought Out, A City Not 
Forsaken.”  

L: Word of God. Word of Life.                   
C: Thanks be to God. 

  

Carol: ELW 300 “The First Noel” 

2 They looked up and saw a star 
 shining in the east beyond them far; 
 and to the earth it gave great light, 
 and so it continued both day and night.  Refrain 
Refrain 
 Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel! 
 Born is the King of Israel. 
 

Second Reading: Titus 3:4-7  

When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, 5he 
saved us, not because of any works of righteousness that we had done, but 
according to his mercy, through the water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy 
Spirit. This Spirit he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our 
Savior, so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs 
according to the hope of eternal life.        
L: Word of God. Word of Life. 



C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Carol: ELW 300 “The First Noel” 
 
3 And by the light of that same star 
 three wise men came from country far; 
 to seek for a king was their intent, 
 and to follow the star wherever it went.  Refrain 
 
Refrain 
 Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel! 
 Born is the King of Israel. 

Children’s Sermon (Video Insert) 

Gospel: John 1: 1-14 

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being 
through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has 
come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5The 
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a 
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He 
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The true light, 
which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the 
world did not know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own 
people did not accept him. 12But to all who received him, who believed in his 
name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who were born, not of 
blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his 
glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth. 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon 



Carol: ELW 277 “Away in a Manger”    

1 Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, 
 the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head; 
 the stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 
 the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 
2 The cattle are lowing; the baby awakes, 
 but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 
 I love you, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky 
 and stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 
 
3 Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay 
 close by me forever and love me, I pray. 
 Bless all the dear children in your tender care 
 and fit us for heaven, to live with you there. 
 

Nicene Creed 

C:  We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven; 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 



On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen 
  

Responsive Prayer 

A: Let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, hear our prayer. 

A: Glory to God in the highest 
C: and peace to God’s people on earth. 

A: Blessed are you, Prince of peace. You rule the earth with truth and justice. 
C: Send your gift of peace to all nations of the world. 

A: Blessed are you, Son of Mary.  You share our humanity. 
C: Have mercy on the sick, the dying, and all who suffer this day. 

A: Blessed are you, Son of God. You dwell among us as the Word made flesh. 
C: Reveal yourself to us in word and sacrament that we may bear you light 
to all the  
     world. 

   

 

 

 

 



A: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

C: Our Father in heaven, 
  hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come,  
  your will be done, 
  on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins  
  as we forgive those  
  who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial  
  and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power,  
  and the glory are yours, 
  now and forever.  Amen.  
 
Carol: ELW 292 “Love Has Come” 
 
1 Love has come—a light in the darkness! 

Love shines forth in the Bethlehem skies. 
See, all heaven has come to proclaim it; 
hear how their song of joy arises:  
Love! Love! Born unto you, a Savior!  
Love! Love! Glory to God on high. 
 

2   Love is born! Come, share in the wonder. 
Love is God now asleep in the hay. 
See the glow in the eyes of his mother; 
what is the name her heart is saying? 
Love! Love! Love is the name she whispers; 
Love! Love! Jesus, Immanuel. 
 

3 Love has come and never will leave us!  
Love is life everlasting and free. 
Love is Jesus within and among us. 
Love is the peace our hearts are seeking. 
Love! Love! Love is the gift of Christmas; 
Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high! 



Benediction 

P: May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the obedience of Joseph, the 
joy of the angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, the  determination of 
the magi, and the peace of the Christ child. Almighty God, Father, + Son, 
and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

  

Dismissal  

A: Go in peace. Share the joy of the Christ child.  

C: Thanks be to God.  

  

Postlude 
Louis Vierne, ‘Carillon’ from 24 Pièces en Style Libre 
 
Announcements 
 

 We appreciate your continued gifts to Concordia Church! Remember, 
you may give in three ways: 

1. Text-to-give: Text “Concordia” to 73256 and follow the link you 

receive 

2. Give online at onrealm.org/concordiafaith/give 

3. Send a check via mail to the church 

 
 


